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INTRODUCTION

- This guide is a compilation of all of the canyoack notes on the Canyoning Near Sydney -
O Z u |t| m ate CO m OZultimate.com Canyoning website [http://ozultimaten/canyoning]. The main advantage of a
" printed guide is that it gives you something compadake with you out in the bush. The printed
guide will only be updated infrequently, but thebsite will continue to receive regular updates. It
is worthwhile checking back to the website for updaefore you plan to do a particular canyon.

L]
Canyonlng If you have any feedback, comments or correctionmu can send them to

website@ozultimate.com

DISCLAIMER
© Tom Brennan _ ) o o
) ) Rope sports are dangerous. Mistakes can be fatal.ifformation in this guide is based on my
http://ozultimate.com/canyoning own opinion, experiences and research. | have moaioqualifications in the field.
January 2013 The information is not formal instruction, nor isany substitute for formal instruction. You

certainly should not trust your life to anythingttyou read in these pages. You could die. People



who rely on you could die. You should at very ledstyour own research and testing, get formal
instruction and/or read appropriate literature.

While | don't want to turn you off canyoning, | dastress enough the need for safety. People can
and do die canyoning, and most of the fatal act¢&dém recent years have been directly or
indirectly the result of human error. Make sure ymow what you are doing, and what the risks
are.

TRACK NOTES
The track notes in this guide are for use by appeitgly qualified and experienced people.

While it may seem that canyons are timeless platesging only slowly over thousands of years,
this is incorrect. Destructive flash floods flowdlngh many canyons every few years, washing
rocks and logs through and trees away. Many bebaytpare off chockstones, logs and trees, and
track notes can become incorrect. Slings are ligewasily damaged and may be removed by other
parties. Swims fill up with sand and shallow sewsiadleepen, requiring cold swims.

The track notes are at best a guide, an indicatfaine canyon at the time they were written or
updated. They can become rapidly outdated. Theynarsubstitute for appropriate experience.
Parties that venture into these canyons need fordggared for changed conditions. It is no use
complaining when you are in the canyon that a paldr belay point has gone, your ropes are too
short, or that you didn't bring sling for an anchor

The canyon track notes are roughly listed frommaotsouth, and then from east to west.

PUBLISHING TRACK NOTES

Publishing track notes and making route informatjmublic is a divisive topic in the local
canyoning community. There is a range of views ftbm publishing of little or no information to
that of making just about everything public.

Publishing has some benefits. It allows a greatember of people access to the canyons.
Hopefully some of those people will be motivatedhédp protect the canyons, and the environment
in which they are found.

However, there is a price to publishing notes. Vifilormation comes visitation. Tracks form to
popular canyons. Erosion occurs. Have a look atCiaeistral exit track if you need evidence of
this. The canyons themselves are relatively hatdges, but the environment around is sometimes
less so. Track notes for canyons in the wilderreesess have an impact on the values of the
wilderness areas themselves.

There is a significant amount of track and routirimation in this guide. In publishing it, my

position has been not to add to the information ihalready publically available. Where there is
significant information already available, you witobably find relatively detailed track notes.
Where information is sparse or non-existent, thghigprobably not be track notes in this guide.

| hope that this balances the desire of peoplénformation with the need to minimise impact in

less well known areas and to allow opportunitiasdiner people to rediscover new canyons for
themselves. By the time you have visited most af ttanyons that have published route
information, you will most likely have sufficienkperience to venture further afield and look for
other canyons. There are certainly a lot of thebtloere.

| should also note that the NPWS view is:

Don't publicise "new" canyons or those in wildesiemeas to preserve
opportunities for discovery and to minimise impacts

Track notes for some canyons in wilderness areas haen published in this guide. However,
most of those canyons were well known prior to deelaration of the Wollemi Wilderness. In
particular, there is nothing published in this guiglating to canyons in the Northern Wollemi
area. This includes anywhere north of the Wolgape®ae divide, including Glen Davis, the
Coorongooba area, or the lesser known regions wbttiose.

MAP REFERENCES

Short version
AMG - grid references used on old series NSW 1:2508@sm

MGA - grid references used on new series NSW 1:2508@snthe ones with the photo on the
back)

Skip to the conversion method if you don't wantead the long version

Long version

The map references on the pages in this site afexgd by eithe’AMG or MGA. These refer to
the two coordinate systems on the 1:25000 serigss msed by bushwalkers in NSW. These maps
are now produced by the Department of Lands, fdsmeP| - Land and Property Information,
formerly LIC (Land Information Centre), and befoteat CMA (Commonwealth Mapping
Authority), which are the names you will probabgesprinted on your maps.

A coordinate system translates geographic coombngeg latitude/longitude) to cartesian
coordinates (X/Y or Eastings/NorthingAMG refers to the Australian Map Grid 1966/1984,
which was used to produce all of the old seriesansisA refers to the Map Grid of Australia
1994, which is being used to produce the new serass (with photo map on the back).

The two different map grids are based on diffedattims. Adatum is the mathematical model of

the earth, and the map grid is a projection of ihis cartesian coordinates. The Australian Map
Grid is based on a Universal Transverse Mercatojeption of the Australian Geodetic Datum

1966 (AGD66). The Map Grid of Australia 1994 is &hon a Universal Transverse Mercator
projection of the Geocentric Datum of Australia 29GDA94). The advantage of using the new
datum is that it is what is used for the GPS (Gldbasitioning System), and hence is more
compatible worldwide.

There is a difference between the two datums whiehns that co-ordinates based on a projection
of one datum need to be converted before they eamskd in the other. Luckily, for bushwalking
purposes, a reasonably simple conversion will seffor most purposes.

Converting grid references

If you have a 6-figure grid reference from an oftiss map but are using a new series map (ie
converting AMG to MGA) then

e increase the eastings by 1 and the northings by @qually
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e add 1 to the first 3 digits and 2 to the seconigBsd

If you have a 6-figure grid reference from a newiesemap but are using an old series map (ie
converting MGA to AMG) then

» decrease the eastings by 1 and the northings tyetjually
e subtract 1 from the first 3 digits and 2 from tleeend 3 digits
As an example, AMG553874 becomes MGA554876.

You will find that the new series maps have botbrdmate systems printed on the sides, the AMG
coordinates in blue, and the MGA ones in black. thar reason, most coordinates in the guide are
still in AMG. The Mt Wilson and Katoomba maps hdween updated now for many years, so
those use MGA coordinates.

GPS

If you are using a GPS, switching between the sMairly easy. The settings can usually be found
in the GPS under Setup Units or something similar. First make sure thid g set to UTM/UPS,
rather than latitude/longitude. Then select theampate map datum.

For old maps, select AGD66 (Aust Geod 66).

For new maps, select WGS 84 (World Geodetic Sufd84). GDA94 is essentially the same as
WGS 84.

EXPLANATORY NOTES

Difficulty

Rating canyons for difficulty is tricky. Canyonseachangeable environments and can be quite
different from visit to visit. Conditions under vahi you visit a canyon also play a big part. After
rain, the rock may be slippery making for awkwatcthsbling, waterfalls may be more dangerous
to abseil and swims longer or pools deeper. If gminot familiar with a canyon, you should wait
until conditions are favourable to visit it. Thdfidulty ratings are at best a guide, and you stoul
use your judgement when deciding whether you aadifipd to do a certain canyon.

The main factors included in a difficulty ratingganumber/difficulty of abseils, amount/exposure
of scrambling, navigation to/from the canyon inéhgd some factor for length (but sdéme
below), how wet the canyon is.

« Easy - a canyon involving mostly walking, swimminigeasier scrambling. Likely to have
tracks in and out. Abseils if any are few and fagtraightforward. Note that even an easy
canyon will probably be challenging for people wiave done little scrambling.

e Medium - a canyon usually involving abseiling. Soofiche following difficulty factors will
be present: tricky or awkward abseils, exposedhsaiiag, difficult navigation to or from the
canyon, long day.

* Hard - as for Medium, but more difficulty factordlivbe present and in greater quantities.

Quiality ratings

e Many of my canyon track notes have a rating ouitOofor the canyon. Before people jump up
and down and complain about me rating canyons skid@what the ratings are about, read
below. And then if you still have a problem you @mail me.

e The canyon ratings are completely subjective, baseldow much | enjoyed a particular
canyon, the quality of canyon, the length of theyce and probably a bunch of other factors
perculiar to me. Note the words | and me. So if faok I've rated your favorite canyon as a 1,
2 or 3, well that's what | thought of it. If you mtayour say, start your own web site!

e The canyon ratings are out of 10. Even the crappasyon gets a 1. If something gets a 0,
then it's not a canyon (in my opinion again of sa)r

* Ratings are predominantly for sandstone slot casiyiim not so interested in comparing other
sorts of canyons.

* Most of the well known canyons will probably getlween 7 and 10. They tend to be well
known for a reason.

* There's nothing fixed about the ratings. | can éma¢hange my mind after revisiting.
* Note that a 3 or 4 doesn't mean a bad canyonn@igine I'll be racing back to visit too soon.

Times

Times are estimated based on a moderately expedgarty of around 4-5 canyoners, including a
couple of experienced leaders.

A small, very experienced and fast moving party ncay as much as half the time off the
estimates, while a larger party, or a party withuanber of inexperienced canyoners, could take up
to twice the time. Any canyon that involves a latay should be avoided with a large or somewhat
inexperienced party, particularly if there are mabgeils.

Descriptive times used are:

e Afew hours - 2-3 hours

* Ashort day - 4-5 hours

« One day - 6-7 hours

* Along day - 8+ hours

« Two days, three days etc

Wetsuits

Whether to take wetsuits or not can be a difficldtision. A lot of canyons near Sydney do not

have long swims, so wetsuits are not always neebleely are heavy and bulky, and often end up

being more trouble than they are worth. Howevegrghmay be times when you wish you had

them. If in doubt, it is usually better to take thand not need them, than to not have them and
need them.

Descriptives used are:

* No - parties should not need wetsuits. Typicallyyoms with waist deep wades or less
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* Not required - with appropriate care, most panésbe able to do without wetsuits. Typically
canyons with some short chest deep wades and poasitvim

e Optional - small, fast moving parties will probalblg able to make do without wetsuits but
larger or slower moving parties are advised to thken. Typically canyons with longer deep
wades and possible short swims

 Recommended - most parties should take wetsuitsic@ly canyons with longer swims as
well as wades

e Lilos - both wetsuits and lilos are recommendeqi@ally canyons with many long deep pools

Further reading

Many of the track notes have a brief paragraphooors the history of the canyon. | have not
footnoted these, but sources for this informatioeiude:

« Back from the Brink, Andy Macqueen

e The Golden Years, David Noble [http://www.subw.argarchives/POR/Golden_Years.html]

« South Wolgan Exploratory Canyoning - Part 1, DaN@ble [http://www.david-
noble.net/canyoning/wolgan/wolgancanyons.html]

e South Wolgan Exploratory Canyoning - Part 2, DaNable [http://www.david-
noble.net/canyoning/wolgan/wolgancanyons2.html]

« Journal of the Kameruka Bushwalking Club

and these are worth seeking out for further reading

NEWNES PLATEAU & SOUTH WOLGAN FIRE TRAILS

The Newnes Plateau and South Wolgan area is riddlbdfire trails, and the first time you head
out there it is easy to get lost. Most destinatiaresreached via the Bungleboori Picnic Area, and
there are a couple of ways to get there. The s$tobte distance is via the Newnes Forest Rd,
which runs between the Zig Zag railway at Claremee] the Glowworm Tunnel Rd. It deteriorates
after rain and with the impact of 4wd vehicles,dg trucks and mining trucks. The other route is
via Lithgow, and then up State Mine Gully Rd, whimécomes the Glowworm Tunnel Rd. This is
nearly twice as long, but not much slower, as tadrcondition is generally more consistent,
particularly after rain.

The routes listed below are generally suitable2fud cars with plenty of clearance. Low clearance
vehicles may have difficulty on some roads, paléidy to the Natural Bridge and Deep Pass.

Zig Zag to Bungleboori Picnic Area via Newnes ForedRd

0.0 Turn off Bells Line of Road at Zig Zag railway twffi Head right, cross the railw
tracks, and keep right as you head up the hill

4.8 Turn left at a sharp bend (the Upper WollangambeniBano) fire trail turns off to tt
right).

8.8 Turn right at the junction with the Glowwormnnel Rd.

11.1 You reach the Bungleboori Picnic Area on yugint.
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Zig Zag to Bungleboori Picnic Area via Lithgow

0.0 From Zig Zag, continue along Bells Line of Rdadtually tle Chifley Hwy at this poin
into Lithgow. Turn right at the traffic lights atrilge St and and then right again into |
St immediately after you cross the railway tracksgrn left into Atkinson St, just after
right hand bend. After crossing a levabssing and a bridge, this becomes a dirt
(State Mine Gully Rd) as it heads steeply up a hifld then becomes the Glowwc
Tunnel Rd.

15.5 Pass a junction with the Newnes Forest Rdooin gight
17.8 You reach the Bungleboori Picnic Area on yugint.

Bungleboori Picnic Area to Waratah Ridge car park Hole-in-the-Wall car park)
0.0 From Bungleboori Picnic area continue straajidad

3.1 Turn right at Waratah Ridge Rd (hot currenigynposted)

6.7 Keep left on Waratah Ridge Rd at the intersactiith Eastern Boundary Rd

7.1 Turn right, still on Waratah Ridge Rd, at Tweds Rd intersection (signposted)
9.1 KeeprightataY intersection

10.1 Keep straight ahead at a 3-way intersection

10.7 You reach the Waratah Ridge car park

Bungleboori Picnic Area to Galah Mountain car park(Rocky Creek car park)
0.0 From Bungleboori Picnic area continue straajtdgad

3.0 Keep straight ahead at Waratah Ridge Rd (sied

13.4 Turn right at Galah Mountain Rd (signposted)the double fire trail ends
13.7 Pass Barcoo Swamp camping area on your right

13.8 Veer left at a Y intersection

18.5 Turnright at a lockedate (the starting point for a number of canyonfhaagSurefire ar
Heart Attack)

18.8 Pass a locked gate on your left (the starting p@anta number of canyons such
Breakfast Creek, Closet, Galah etc)

19.9 Reach the Galah Mountain car park

Bungleboori Picnic Area to Old Coach Road car park
0.0 From Bungleboori Picnic area continue straajtdgad

3.0 Keep straight ahead at Waratah Ridge Rd (s&ed
13.4 Keep straight ahead at Galah Mountain Rd gsigted), as the double fire trail ends
17.9 Turn right at a Y-intersection on to the Olob€h Road.
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22.0 Reach the Old Coach Road car park on yout.righ

Bungleboori Picnic Area to Glowworm Tunnel car park
0.0 From Bungleboori Picnic area continue stragjtead

3.0 Keep straight ahead at Waratah Ridge Rd (siedd
13.4 Keep straight ahead at Galah Mountain Rd fsigted), as the double fire trail ends
17.9 Keep straight ahead at a Y-intersection (Qlddb Road)

24.6 Reach the Glowworm Tunnel car park

Bungleboori Picnic Area to Deep Pass
0.0 From Bungleboori Picnic area continue straajtead

3.1 Pass Waratah Ridge Rd (signposted) on your righ

9.4 Turn right at the end of the pine plantation intouBdary East Forest Rd. This is just &
the double road starts, and a large cleared anssalong side the road for the next 4km

10.0 Turn left at the second intersection at aglatgaring

10.5 Veer right at a Y-intersection

12.6 Keep straight ahead as a fire trail turngmthe right

13.1 Turnright at a Y-intersection. A sign poiteft to Mt Cameron, right to Deep Pass.

14.0 Keep straight ahead as a fire trail turns to thyatriA sign points straight ahead to D
Pass.

14.1 Keep straight ahead where a road heads left

15.2 Reach the Deep Pass car park

Bungleboori Picnic Area to Natural Bridge
0.0 From Bungleboori Picnic area continue straajtead

3.1 Pass Waratah Ridge Rd (signposted) on your righ

9.4 Turn right at the end of the pine plantation intouBdary East Forest Rd. This is just &
the double road starts, and a large cleared ansaalong side the road for the next 4km

10.0 Turn left at the second intersection at aglatgaring
10.5 Veer right at a Y-intersection
12.6 Keep straight ahead as a fire trail turngmthe right

13.1 Turn right at a Yatersection. A sign points left to Mt Cameron,htigo Deep Pass. Nc
that while you can take the Mt Cameron trail as thdint, it crosses Dinner Gully, a 6'

descent and ascent, and it is better (particuiiylyu have a 2wd car) to take this detour.

14.0 Keep straight ahead as a fire trail turns to thatriA sign points straight ahead to D
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Pass.
14.1 Turn left on to a fire trail.

15.5 Turn right as you rejoin the Mt Cameron fire trdihis is just after a steep rocky downt
the most difficult section of the route.

16.4 Pass the park boundary sign. A closed fiielranches off to your right.

16.8 Reach the Natural Bridge car park. There are aleoapsteep water bars in this |
section, and 2wd cars are likely to bottout on these. You can park in a number of pl
before the actual car park.

CANYON AREAS
NEWNES

The Wolgan River has many canyon tributaries, kdamn the tops to the north of Newnes and on
Island Mountain to the south of Newnes. There &se aanyon tributaries further downstream
below Rocky Creek. The most commonly visited ones adose to Newnes itself. Devils Pinch

Canyon, Newnes (Starlight) Canyon and Pipeline Gargre all excellent canyons, and are fairly
easily accessible.

Newnes is about 3h drive from Sydney. To get to hesy follow the Great Western Highway to

Lithgow. Stay on the Highway past Lithgow and tdke Mudgee turnoff on the left about 8km

past the traffic lights at Lithgow. 4km further ahWallerawang, take the signposted turnoff to the
right to Newnes. About 500m further on, keep gastrgight ahead (where the road veers left) in
the town of Lidsdale. This road is bitumen for abb®km to the bottom of Wolgan Gap, although
narrow and winding toward the end. From there grigvel and dirt for the last 23km to Newnes.

There is a kiosk/information centre in the old haie the left, and the main campsite is 1km
further on. The only services at Newnes are a skiask which has no refrigeration and is only

open on the weekends. The nearest food and petroLidsdale.

Newnes (Starlight) Canyon
Difficulty: M

Quality: 10/10

Time: One day

Wetsuits: Not required

Date last checked2010-01-02

Newnes Canyon (often known as Starlight Canyoahigmpressive canyon in the Wolgan Valley.
It has a long, dark tunnel lit by glowworms, knows the Amazing Wallaby Tunnel. It was
probably first discovered in 1963 by an SUBW paltyt not explored fully until much later.

Entry

From the main (Little Capertee) campground at Neyfadlow the track along the left bank of the

river for 2km to the bottom of the Pipeline Traack Glen Davis (signposted). There are some

tracks leading to the left, away from the riverddhese should be ignored. Crossing Petries Gully

may involve wet feet. The bottom of the Pipelinedk is reached just after the Petries Gully
10



crossing. Climb up to the top of the hill on thack. A sign points to a good lookout about 100m
walk to the south. Continue along the main tracthtowatershed, where there is a National Parks
sign about Starlight Canyon.

Follow the Starlight Canyon track off to the righfp and around the small hill to the east. The
track then heads north-east, then swings back @¢oetist before petering out along the saddle
around AMG458277. Head N then NE down the ridgel abseil about 15m into the creek at

AMG464282. The creek can also be entered highevitqout abseiling.

Notes

The canyon starts at AMG464282. There is a 25milainse a large cavern. The tunnel section
follows. The tunnel can fill up with water and/celatis, so the first person down must go all the
way through the tunnel to the end before you paolinyropes from the abseil. There can be a couple
of short drops in the tunnel, though the watersigally only knee deep. Numerous parties have run
into trouble by pulling their ropes before checkthg tunnel. If the tunnel is blocked, it is possib

to scramble over the top of the canyon and abseihdoelow the tunnel.

After the tunnel finishes, there is an excellenttise of canyon before a creek junction with
another canyon coming in from the side (Upside-D@vamyon). Continue down the pretty creek
for 800m to a 15m drop. This can be abseiled orabgpd on the left with some effort. Another
creek comes in from the left (Fireball Canyon). &asl down the steep creek or on the banks
either side to the Wolgan River.

Exit
Cross the Wolgan and pick up the fire trail on dtleer side, and head right to get back to the
campground, about a 6km walk.

Comments

An excellent canyon. The tunnel and glowworms gectacular, and once the tunnel opens up
there is an outstanding section of canyon.

One 50m rope (not shorter) is sufficient for ughcee abseils. While the canyon is often dry, the
tunnel can fill with water and make things veryfidiflt. This is why it is very important for the
first abseiler to check the condition of the tuninefore pulling the ropes.

Torches need to be carried as the tunnel is piatkb

The canyon should be avoided in winter (May-Septmntiue to the risk of disturbing hibernating
bats. See the sign at the saddle for more infoomati

Devils Pinch Canyon
Difficulty: M

Quality: 9/10

Time: One day

Wetsuits: Optional

Date last checked2004-04-12

Devils Pinch Canyon is an excellent canyon on thehnside of the Wolgan River downstream
from Newnes. It has two constrictions, and the lowam®e is long and impressive. Its name comes
from the proximity of the canyon to the Devils Rimmn the Wolgan.
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Entry

From the main (Little Capertee) campground at Neyfadlow the track along the left bank of the
river for 2km to the bottom of the Pipeline Traak Glen Davis (signposted). There are some
tracks leading to the left, away from the riverddhese should be ignored. Crossing Petries Gully
may involve wet feet. The bottom of the Pipelinedk is reached just after the Petries Gully
crossing. Climb up to the top of the hill on thack. A sign points to a good lookout about 100m
walk to the south. Continue along the main tracth®watershed, where there is a National Parks
sign about Starlight Canyon.

Follow the Starlight Canyon track off to the rigiip and around the small hill to the east. The
track then heads north-east, then swings backdoe#tst. At this point continue south down a
scrubby ridge into the saddle at AMG454274 (Mt Mot Drop east into the creek, ideally just to
the right of the gully that joins around that point

Notes

The first section of the canyon starts shortlyraft¥e climbed along a ledge to the right and did a
26m abseil on 2 ropes into a shallow pool. A 60mperoeaches. This avoids a series of tricky
shorter abseils. A 5m climb down a groove followsmay be possible to abseil this on the same
rope, but the pull down becomes difficult.

Soon after the canyon opens out for several hunehetdes. Following this are a number of short
climbs into pools. There are a couple of swims,drfgending on water depth, you may be largely
able to avoid them by judicious scrambling and dirid.

Shortly you reach a spectacular 15m overhangingilabBhe bottom section of the canyon is
narrow, high and awesome. At the end of the caryponcan scramble down the left hand side of
the gully to the Wolgan River, or do a 50m abseihicouple of stages down the big waterfall first.

Exit
Cross the river and walk upstream for about 400t you reach the track from Newnes, which
you can follow back.

Comments
An outstanding canyon. The bottom section is botéresting and sustained.

You may be able to stay relatively dry if you asseful.

One 60m rope is sufficient for at least two abseils

Pipeline Canyon
Difficulty: M

Quality: 8/10

Time: One day

Wetsuits: Optional

Date last checked2011-12-10

Pipeline Canyon is a very good canyon just off Bipeline Track between Newnes and Glen
Davis. It features two sections of canyon, thougistnparties miss out on the upper constriction
and only visit the lower constriction.
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Entry

From the main (Little Capertee) campground at Neyfadlow the track along the left bank of the
river for 2km to the bottom of the Pipeline Traak Glen Davis (signposted). There are some
tracks leading to the left, away from the riverddhese should be ignored. Crossing Petries Gully
may involve wet feet. The bottom of the Pipelinedk is reached just after the Petries Gully
crossing. Climb up to the top of the hill on thack. A sign points to a good lookout about 100m
walk to the south. Continue along the main tracth®watershed, where there is a National Parks
sign about Starlight Canyon.

There are a couple of entry points you can use.

Follow the Starlight Canyon track off to the righp and around the small hill to the east. Cross
the next two saddles, and drop down from the slafdke hill aiming for the bend in the creek
around AMG451276 (Mt Morgan). There is a bit ofcaasnble to get down the bottom of the hill.
Walk down the creek to the first canyon section.

A shorter route in (distance-wise) drops into thieutary to the right of the Pipeline Track, about
200m before you reach the watershed. There is kweeh footpad leaving the Pipeline Track
here. There are four abseils up to 10m before gaalr the main creek, although a couple may be
bypassed by careful scrambling. Note that this imapisses the first canyon section, and joins the
main creek just after the second canyon sectiatssta

Notes

The first section of the canyon is not far. This lmanumber of easy climb downs, but no abseils,
and is dry. There is an impressive narrow sectidh massive coachwoods stretching all the way
to the top of the slot. The creek then opens u@fahile before the next canyon section.

The second section starts with a short climb damd, some bridging to avoid pools, otherwise a
short swim. The tributary mentioned above entarsoat straight away. Not far on there is a 10m
abseil into a pool, and then a 6m abseil down aAolpng flat section of canyon follows, with a
few wades, and just as the canyon starts to opea bit, there is another abseil.

This is about 15m, followed by a 4m drop. These bancombined with a 50m rope. There is

another short swim, or traverse around the sideeopool. Then there is a short drop, with a tricky
overhung start, though it is about 10m all up @&sahchor is some distance back. The final abseil
also has a slightly tricky start. This is about 1@omvn to the end of the canyon.

Exit
Head right under the cliffs on a somewhat exposackt until you hit the Pipeline Track, which
you can follow back to camp. Keep close to thd<tih avoid a lower track on hairier ledges.

Comments

An excellent canyon. The top section is nice andtlwa visit, and the bottom section is quite
sustained.

One 50m rope is sufficient for about six abseilzoliple of the abseils have tricky starts.

With judicious bridging and traversing you can ably get away with wades just over waist deep.
However, there are a few narrow sections that ébedsup at the moment which could become
swims at other times.
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Firefly Canyon

Difficulty: M

Quality: 6/10

Time: A long day

Wetsuits: Optional

Date last checked2009-12-31

Firefly Canyon is a good canyon on the north siflthe Wolgan Valley not far from Newnes. It
has a number of short abseils and swims.

The first known visit was by Tom Williams and Dai®ble in 1979. They found spikes and
ladders leading up into the creek from the bottowh 0 may not have been the first.

Entry

From the main campground, walk back 300m towardshtitel, and cross the Wolgan River at the
ford. Turn left and follow the road to the lockedte, and from there through the refinery ruins to
an abandoned mine shaft just across the creek &4¥4@257. Head up the gully keeping toward
the cliff line on your left. Scramble up a log Uetwaterfall at the top of the first cliff line. ke

up to the next cliffline and traverse around totight of the main gully at the top. About 50m past
the waterfall, scramble up some boulders agairstliff and from the top, chimney up to the next
level through a narrow cleft. A step across a narohasm allows you to reach the top of the
cliffline, and from there you can head up to the ¢ the ridge. Descend into the tributary on the
other side. A few drops need to be negotiateddolré¢he main creek at AMG450245. Good route
finding may obviate the need to use rope.

Notes

It is about 1.5km of creek walking before the canytarts at about AMG460254. There is a 5m
climb down logs, or abseil, followed by a 7m abskeilvn a waterfall into a pool, with a short wade
or swim. Watch the rope doesn't get caught in éfftchland crack. A couple more slides and a log
slide follow before another abseil. This is 7m frartree on the left, and a dry finish, or 5m from a
chockstone on the left into water. Then therei®m abseil with the anchor around a chockstone a
further 5m back across a pool that needs a sham.swwoking Glass Canyon then enters on the
right. Below here, the canyon starts to open odttaere is a 4m abseil into a pool, or traverse up
and left for a 10m abseil from a tree to avoid poel. Finally there is an 8m abseil from a tree on
the right.

Exit
There is one more cliffline to pass. Either traedesft and walk down the ridge to the left of the

gully, or do an 18m abseil beside a waterfall befoeading down the creek. Once at the road at
the bottom, follow it back to the ford where yoarstd.

Comments

Getting to the canyon is quite tricky, as the pagseough the clifflines are either difficult to
negotiate or find.

SOUTH WOLGAN

The South Wolgan area covers the tributaries ofkR@ereek, Deanes Creek and Annie Rowan
Creek, and a few smaller tributaries of the Wol&awver. The most popular canyons are probably
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Twister Canyon and Rocky Creek Canyon, as theyoeatione without abseiling, and Tiger Snake
Canyon, which can be visited all year round. RoCkgek in particular is spectacular, with a long
dark constriction that is almost as long as tha€lafustral Canyon. Other good canyons in the area
include Surefire Canyon and Galah Canyon.

Tiger Snake Canyon

Difficulty: EM

Quality: 8/10

Time: One day

Wetsuits: No

Date last checked2011-05-15

Tiger Snake Canyon is a narrow, twisting tributafyDeanes Creek, in the South Wolgan area. It
features two constrictions. The lower is deep, dar#t spectacular, and was discovered on a joint
SUBW - Ramblers trip in September 1977. The upperstiction was discovered later on a
Ramblers trip. Some of the first party were trapbgda tiger snake in the chamber below the
keyhole and the rest of the party were forced towhclothes on it to allow them escape. Tiger
Snake is particularly popular as a winter triptas a relatively dry trip.

Entry

SeeNewnes Plateau and South Wolgan Fire Traildor information on how to drive to the
starting point. From the Old Coach Road car pagiadhalong the fire trail to the east. After about
200m it turns roughly north and follows the ridge &bout 3km. Near the end it turns into a foot
track, and slides off the east side of the ridgerdto the start of the creek at AMG438208 (Ben
Bullen). Note that a faint track comes in from tight a couple of hundred metres down the hill -
this is the exit track. Following the creek for ab800m brings you to the start of the canyon

Notes

The first abseil/downclimb is only 5m but is vericky and awkward due to the narrowness of the
crack, and how quickly it descends. Abseiling bst jsliding down in the crack is possible, but you
are likely to grater yourself. Climbing is usuathe best option and is quite straightforward if you
bridge out some way, as there are good footholder€Tis also a high anchor on top of the pagoda
to the right.

Then there is a 2m climb down into a shallow ptids possible but risky to climb around the pool
to the left to avoid getting your feet wet altogath

The next drop is from dodgy looking logs acrossdhrmyon. The ring that used to be in the wall
has been removed. It is an easy 5m drop into a pdternatively this can be bridged fairly high,
with a bit of scrambling.

A squeeze through a narrow crack follows, then aaBseil from a tree, or downclimb the roots.
This brings you out on to a wide ledge with a 17rapd The abseil is very easy from a sling
around a tree - there is a 10m overhang.

A relatively easy walk downstream follows, for ab800m, to the bottom section of canyon.

There is a 6m abseil over a small chockstone fiimysaround a large rock. The chockstone has
been worn away and the rope will almost certairdy gfuck in the groove on the right in the
pulldown. It is difficult for the last person to maeuvre the rope over to the left on abseil - they
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may need to stop and use prussik loops to adjltsrnatively you may be able to position a log so
that the rope runs more to the left.

There are no more abseils, but a few easy scrarmbthe dark to the end.

Rather than do the 6m abseil, the majority of partjo over the top on ledges above the left of the
canyon, as the abseil from there is better. Aftehart distance you will see a bridge of rocks over
the canyon. There is an obvious sling there, osaver and follow the canyon further down on a
narrow ledge to the right for about 10m to ano#w®trof slings. These both give about a 25m drop,
and come down near the middle of the bottom secWom can then scramble upstream to see the
top of this section.

Exit
Once the canyon opens up, continue down the cremklmulders and follow the cliff along to the
right.

It is an easy scramble up the first obvious spatator right, about 200m from where the canyon
ends. From here head up the hill and right alotrgek below the next line of cliffs. This crosses a
few small gullies and then heads up through anatimall line of cliffs. At the top, climb a pagoda
to the right and continue generally west and ujl you reach the track you came in on at about
AMG436207.

Comments

Tiger Snake Canyon is a excellent trip, and a y®ygular one even in winter as there are no
swims, and the deepest wade is usually no morekihea deep. You can keep your feet dry, but it
is somewhat risky. There are a number of abseittesired, although apparently the entire top
section (including the last big drop) can be sciachbHowever, avoiding the big drop involves an
exposed scramble and is not recommended (unlesdgr@thave a rope!).

Tiger Snake is a good canyon in all weather agteek is very small. It is also a good canyon for
novices as the walk in is relatively short and tamyon is not technically that difficult. The
constrictions are very good. The lower one is paldrly notable for how deep, dark and narrow it
is.

The lower constriction was discovered in Septemd®77 by a joint Sydney Uni
Bushwalkers/Ramblers party. They explored it frosfolv, and were trapped in the canyon by an
angry tiger snake. The top section was discovextet by a Ramblers party doing the canyon from
the top.

The Dry Canyon
Difficulty: E

Quality: 8/10

Time: A few hours

Wetsuits: No

Date last checked2007-05-12

The Dry Canyon, also known as Wolgan View Canyot lobles Canyon, is an excellent walk-
through canyon on the west side of the GlowwormrBlfiRoad. It consists of three constrictions
of increasing length. The lower constriction isatp- long and deep.
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Entry

See Newnes Plateau & South Wolgan Fire Trailsfor information on how to get to the
Bungleboori Picnic Area.

Drive along the Glowworm Tunnel Rd to AMG407164 (len Bullen), about 22km from the

Bungleboori Picnic Area, and around 4km past thd Obach Road turn off. There is a small
parking area with a barrier. Follow the track dotwna camping area. Turn right and follow the
track in to the top of the dry creek bed, and ttodlow the creek down to where the canyon starts.

Notes

There are two sections of canyon. The first statrebout AMG402165, and is attractive, but short
and not very deep. More walking brings you to iwedr constriction. This is quite spectacular, as
it is deep, dark and reasonably sustained.

Exit
Retrace your route back to the car.

Comments

This is a VERY EASY canyon, and a good one to speaple who are probably never going to
make it to more difficult ones. It is also a niagshwalk.

It is quite interesting to climb around above tbath of the canyon and have a look down the slot
from above. Also, if you continue around to thehtigfter the end of the canyon, some excellent
views of the Carne Creek and Wolgan Valleys carh&@, although a little scrambling may be
required.

Surefire Canyon

Difficulty: MH

Quality: 9/10

Time: A long day

Wetsuits: Optional

Date last checked2008-01-12

Surefire Canyon is an excellent canyon in the lorgaches of Rocky Creek. It involves a number
of short, tricky abseils and a long, impressive stoction. It was named after a Tom Williams
comment that he knew of a "surefire canyon". Thenapt on that trip was aborted due to rain and
other problems. It was first descended by Tom ¥fitis, Dave Noble, Ted Daniels and Tony
Haigh in October 1976.

Entry

SeeNewnes Plateau & South Wolgan Fire Trailsor information on how to drive to the starting
point.

From the start of the Deanes Lookout track at tlogdd gate at AMG462141, follow the fire trail

N for about 1.8km to a junction. Keep left, anddul the trail for another 3km to a large clearing,
where another track joins from the SE. An old fir&@l heads along the ridge to the NE, leaving
from just north of the clearing, although its stagtpoint is very vague. It becomes clearer fairly
quickly, and it is easy enough to just aim to iséet the ridge to pick up the trail. The trail sggn
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around to the east and finishes around AMG4711%adHE down the ridge into the creek. It is
possible to get down without abseiling. The canlgegins shortly downstream.

Notes

The canyon starts with a 12m drop from a tree enritght, followed by a hand over hand or 4m

abseil. A tricky 10m abseil over a chockstone istn@nd then a section of classic winding canyon.
Finally there is a 10m drop through logs from a shaslog jam. Consider your choice of anchor

carefully. There is a short awkward climb down déimen a short wade or swim, and then note the
exit canyon that comes in on your left at this poontinue downstream through a magnificent
sustained slot, until the canyon opens out abodtr3iater at a large cave.

Exit
The exit is quite tricky, and involves a few expthssoves.

To exit head up the exit canyon for about 100mlwyweti can see some tree roots hanging down on
the right. You can climb here, or about 30m furthprthere is a slab you can scramble up. Head
up to a groove, where a sling hangs down. Climb gleve with the help of the sling, and
scramble on to the ledge to the right. From thelimb trees to get up the next two sets of ledges,
and scramble up the scree slope to the upperlidéf You can use some form of belay to climb
the trees.

Once at the upper cliff line, traverse along unther cliff to the W and continue up the creek
eventually getting back to the fire trail. Follohetfire trail S back to the car.

Comments

Surefire is a great canyon with an impressive catigtn. The round trip is about 20km, so it is a

longish day. Mountain bikes are possible althoughlégality of their use is questionable. Another
option is to camp out on the ridge and do someratheyons as part of a weekend. Wetsuits are
not really required.

Heart Attack Canyon
Difficulty: MH

Quality: 7/10

Time: A long day

Wetsuits: Optional

Date last checked2010-03-28

Heart Attack Canyon is a good canyon in the loveaches of Rocky Creek. It starts with an
impressive 40m abseil into the canyon and contifiiesome way.

It was first identified on an NPA bushwalk led byedr Daniels in 1974, and subsequently
descended in January 1976. It received its nanteeaparty was woken on the steps of the Bell
Cafe by someone looking for a phone to call fopHet a heart attack victim.

Entry

SeeNewnes Plateau & South Wolgan Fire Traildor information on how to drive to the starting
point.

From the locked gate at the start of the Deanekdutotrack at the locked gate at AMG462141
(Rock Hill), follow the fire trail N for about 1.8k to a junction. Turn right on to rough fire trail

18



crossed by many logs and fallen trees. Follow filiis2.2km to another junction at AMG466178
(Mount Morgan). Head NE along this fire trail. Déspwvhat the Mount Morgan map says, the fire
trail actually heads E and then SE from Murrays Moat AMG471184, and not N. Follow the
trail to the end and then make your way down ih®dreek, possibly with an abseil.

An alternative route leaves the fire trail at agatog about 300m past Murrays Mount, and heads
N along a ridge, E down to a saddle and up tolaldgfore heading down the creek that joins Heart
Attack Brook at AMG485186. On the right of the dcg@®u can do a 40m abseil down the main

cliffline. 50m+ ropes are recommended to get enocaggle on the pull down. Because of the

length of the abseil, most parties will probabhydfithis slower.

Either way, head down the creek to the start ottre/on.

Notes

The canyon starts with a spectacular 35m absélME485189. This can be done from various
places but the big chockstone 20m downstream pes\ath easy pull down. The side canyon 150m
downstream on the left can also be used for shdrtgys to enter. After this the canyon opens out
into an excellent gorge for a while before narrayifihere are a number of tricky climb downs.
There is a final tricky 9m abseil near the end.rélee a number of wades up to about waist deep.

Exit
After the canyon ends, head downstream for a femdiad metres to the next gully on the left at
AMG484196. This provides an easy exit back to tpest

Comments

Heart Attack is a good canyon, but with a long wialland out. It is a fairly long day with around

16km of walking. Mountain bikes are possible thoulgé legality of their use is questionable. If
used, you would be better to continue along thenBgd.ookout track to the clearing. Wetsuits are
not really required.

Galah Canyon

Difficulty: MH

Quality: 8/10

Time: A long day

Wetsuits: Optional

Date last checked2009-03-15

Galah Canyon is an excellent canyon in the lowachies of Rocky Creek. It features a number of
interesting abseils and a magnificent cathedral-ikamber at the end. It was discovered by Ted
Daniels and Chris Cosgrove on a joint NPA-SUBW tnfd 977 and named due to its proximity to
Galah Mountain.

Entry

SeeNewnes Plateau & South Wolgan Fire Trailsor information on how to drive to the starting
point. From the locked gate at the end of the Rd&Zigek exit track at AMG466141, head N along
the fire trail, staying on the fire trail when tRecky Creek exit track turns off to the right. Aet
end of the trail at about AMG476167, head NE althrggridge for 500m and then E and then SE to
the bend in the creek at AMG483170. There is atdemtion of attractive canyon with a couple of
deep wades in the top of the creek, including atstrop that you could leave a handline on to get
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back up on your way out, if you exit that way. Aatevely easy creek walk follows before the
main canyon starts at about AMG489175.

Notes

There are a couple of options for the first dropss probably to scramble down the small gully
on the left and abseil about 20m from a tree abtittom. Be careful of loose rocks. Alternatively
abseil a bit over 30m from the obvious gum tre¢ lefs of the creek. There is a rebelay point after
about 12m on the far side of the big chockstongithsi quite tricky to get to.

Then there is an awkward 5m abseil, followed byidesor abseil down a log. A slightly dodgy

slide into knee deep water follows, or bridge ddia tricky waterfall on the right. Then there is a
7m abseil over a chockstone, and a drop of abouthZimcan be scrambled. The final abseil is
about 5m but the sling is about 4m back, and thenfal is very slippery. There is a bit more

canyon, and a possible wade or short swim befapédhs out near Rocky Creek.

Exit

Once the canyon opens out, traverse around undendm cliff for about 200m until you are well
above Rocky Creek. Just past a short exposed seatimss a slab, look up to the right for
(hopefully) a rope hanging down from a tree. THimb of about 6m leads to a steep ramp and
gully that takes you up through the cliff line. Giome around to the point and then head up to the
top line of cliffs, and follow it along until it jeins the creek. Continue up the creek and eitkigr e
where you dropped in at the start, or earlier airmphitheatre on the right.

Alternatively you could walk upstream on Rocky Geé@ one of the other exits.

Comments

Galah is a beautiful canyon with a challenging .eWfetsuits are not really required with a bit of
scrambling skill.

Thunderstorm Canyon

Difficulty: MH

Quality: 2/10

Time: A long day

Wetsuits: Not required

Date last checked2005-03-15

Thunderstorm Canyon is more of a gorge than a carlystarts with an impressive 40m abseil but
then opens out a bit shortly afterwards.

It was discovered in November 1977 on a joint SUBRAMblers trip, and was named as there was
a thunderstorm as the party was rigging the fiosed.

Entry

Thunderstorm Canyon is most obviously done from khte Cameron Track. However, it is
probably an easier and more worthwhile day to dvoin Closet Canyon, on the other side of
Rocky Creek.

From the junction of Closet Canyon and Rocky Crdedad downstream for 200m to the next
creek on the right, which is the creek with Thuistierm in it. Climb the point to the south. There
is a tape near the bottom to get up the first Bite rest has the odd tricky bit, but it is not
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particularly exposed until the last pitch, whichvesy exposed. Head up to the next cliffline, and
along to the left under the cliffs. Watch the gedlion your side and the other side and drop down
to the creek at AMG500162. The first abseil is calghort distance downstream.

Notes

The main abseil is 40m. The pulldown can be difficand it is possible for the last person to rerig
at a lower tree. Then there is a short abseiliofbclown. The canyon opens out and it is an easy
walk back to the Rocky Creek junction.

Exit
As for Closet Canyon.

Closet Canyon

Difficulty: M

Quality: 5/10

Time: One day

Wetsuits: Optional

Date last checked2011-02-26

Closet Canyon is a good canyon in the middle resofi&Rocky Creek. It has two relatively short
constrictions, the second starting with an awesdoo&ing Mt Hay-style 40m abseil down a
waterfall.

Entry

SeeNewnes Plateau & South Wolgan Fire Trailsor information on how to drive to the starting
point.

From the locked gate at the end of the Rocky Ceeétktrack at AMG466141, head N along the
fire trail. Take the right turn after about 1km tma track (the Rocky Creek exit track). After a
further 500m head N then NE along the ridge to1®&4 point. Continue NE for another 700m,
before heading E and then N on the minor ridge,cang into the creek at AMG488164.

Notes

You quickly reach the first drop of about 10m, whican be scrambled on the right, or abseiled.
There is a bit of a walk down the creek to wheeedAnyon proper starts.

Scramble around to the left on tree roots and dmathe first abseil. The first drop is 15m into a
deep pool. Very good bridging can avoid a short)(Smim for the first abseiler. Subsequent
abseilers can be pulled across on the rope. Thiednep is about 3m, into another deep pool, and
is probably easiest to jump. The top section ofjoarends not far after.

There is some walking and scrambling down the cteegdet to the next section of canyon. There
are two main drops in the creek. The first can &l scrambled on the left. The second can be
scrambled on either side but both options are adbitgy and you would probably be better
abseiling from tapes on the left (maybe 12m). Sbtardown to the main drop, which is 40m from
tapes around a chockstone. If your ropes are tod sh pulldown is an issue, a rebelay point can
normally be found about 20m down in the boulders.

From here it is a short walk/scramble down to RoCkgek.
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Exit

Head upstream on Rocky Creek for 400m to the netky gn the same side, and climb up the right
hand side of the gully. At the top, scramble ugree roots, and head straight up to the next lfne o
cliffs. Head right under the cliffs all the way dotthe nose, where there is an easy, obvious gully
that takes you through the top line of cliffs. Mafk@ur way back to the car the same way as you
came in.

Comments

A reasonable canyon, but some tricky navigatiogetbto it. Most parties will have a short swim or
two, though very good scramblers and bridgers neaglite to avoid them.

Breakfast Creek Canyon

Difficulty: EM

Quality: 5/10

Time: One day

Wetsuits: Optional

Date last checked2012-02-26

Breakfast Creek Canyon is a good canyon tributafRacky Creek. There are several abseils in
quite a dark constriction, though the canyon sadsmot particularly long. The first party thought
that the area needed a Breakfast Creek.

Entry

SeeNewnes Plateau & South Wolgan Fire Traildor information on how to drive to the starting
point.

From the locked gate at the end of the Rocky Ceeétktrack at AMG466141, head N along the
fire trail. Take the right turn after about 1km tma track (the Rocky Creek exit track). After a
further 500m you may pass a faint track heading &g, about 100m further the track forks, one
part going straight ahead and the other veering.ribhe right one is the Rocky Creek exit track.
Continue straight ahead. Soon after the track hdadmhill and starts to swing to the N. As it

starts to climb again is a good point to turn bf track and follow the gully downhill. Continuing

down the gully you eventually reach a 10m drop.

Notes

The drop on to the halfway ledge is about 10m. @irse right for about 100m until you can walk
down into the creek. Some people abseil down tsteofethe waterfall.

Some creek bashing follows, before you reach @ dlidwn a slippery waterfall. This can be
carefully climbed down on the right, and takes ymto a large cave (St Paul's Cathedral). There is
some more creek bashing before you reach the cammpger, and the main drop, down a waterfall
with a couple of ledges. This is about 27m fromtitye anchor, or about 24m from the anchor on
the first ledge. A 60m will reach from the top. Tindl down is tricky as it is very difficult to aie

the rope jamming in the logs on the second ledégo watch out for the rope catching in the crack
below the first ledge. The canyon itself followtarobering down a narrow crack. Then there is a
4m drop down a log, followed by 6m down a waterftlis a short scramble out to Rocky Creek
from there.
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Exit

Walk upstream on Rocky Creek for about an hour.r@he a track on one side or the other for
much of this distance. There is a spectacular cacgming in from the left after about 500m. Exit
via the Rocky Creek exit. This is at the bend i ¢heek at AMG485141. Climb the gully, keeping
to the left where it splits. Near the top it is dked by an overhang. Scramble left and up the rock
face (easy, but exposed - you may want to belaplpabthey are not confident). Then follow the
track back to where you turned off on the way imd ¢hence back to the car.

Comments

Breakfast Creek Canyon is a pleasant trip, tholghcanyon section while impressive, is fairly
short. There are some wades to waist deep in thgonaand in Rocky Creek, but typically no
swims. Many parties can probably do without wetsuit

Coachwood Canyon

Difficulty: EM

Quality: 4/10

Time: One day

Wetsuits: Not required

Date last checked2007-10-28

Coachwood Canyon is a pleasant but fairly open @anflowing into Rocky Creek. The
coachwood forest higher up in the creek is impvessnd the abseils are interesting.

Entry
SeeNewnes Plateau & South Wolgan Fire Traildor information on how to drive to the starting
point.

From the Rocky Creek carpark, follow a very fanasick N, then NE, before it swings E along the
ridge towards the 973 point. Head NE down intodreek, trying to avoid cliff lines. Many entry
points exist - we have managed to scramble asdanstream as AMG480139 - but higher up it
will be easier to get down to the creek.

Notes

If you follow the entry directions you should coimejust below a 35m waterfall. If you come in
above the waterfall you will need to abseil. Thetftrop is 25m to a ledge, and then the next drop
of 10m can be abseiled or scrambled to the left.

Follow the attractive creek for some way. This ilwes a couple of scrambles after the creek drops
through boulders.

Eventually you hit the canyon proper. From an anctimve a pool, you can scramble around the
4m drop to the right if desired, to an 8m drop vatkricky start due to the angle of the rope. This
requires about 40m of rope as the first drop isbeek. Then scramble through a hole, and from
inside there is a 6m drop down a waterfall intdhallsw pool. Alternative anchors exist that don't

go down the falls, but you can avoid getting weyatir technique is good. Finally a 12m drop

from a thread on the right, or tree on the leftsg@mu to Rocky Creek.
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Exit

Downstream to the normal Rocky Creek exit, or wgzstr to the Rocky Creek climbing exit, or
through Rocky Creek. Upstream is highly recommended you should bring wetsuits or warm
clothing as you will almost certainly have a fewdcewims.

Comments

Coachwood Canyon is a nice trip, with an impressiwachwood forest in the upper part of the
creek. The canyon itself is of lower quality, wiahfew nice abseils. For a good summer trip, it is
worth taking wetsuits and exiting by reversing Ro&kreek. Otherwise, if you scramble around
the pool above the two part abseil then you shautgred wetsuits at all.

Rocky Creek Canyon
Difficulty: E

Quality: 10/10

Time: A short day

Wetsuits: Recommended
Date last checked2008-01-13

Rocky Creek Canyon is a long, dark and specta@aayon in the South Wolgan area. It has no
abseils and is thus popular with beginners.

It was discovered on a joint SUBW - UNSWBWC trip 1876 by Dave Noble and Bob Sault.
There is a short upper constriction with an allggiwn as Sheepdip Canyon, but most parties only
do the lower constriction.

Entry

SeeNewnes Plateau & South Wolgan Fire Trailsor information on how to drive to the starting
point.

From the Rocky Creek carpark, continue down thenrfiee trail to the SE. At the end of the tralil,

a foot track continues down into a gully. Oncehat treek, follow the track downstream for about
700m to a creek junction. There are a couple @psgections, and you may want to take a short
rope in case a fixed rope is not there. The carsyarts here at the junction.

Notes

There is a climb down a hole to start. This caon ks jumped, but the pool needs to be checked as
there are ledges. There are a couple more climmslawthe first section before the canyon opens
out a little. There are also a number of swimdia section.

Then the main constriction starts with a slide.sTiki particularly spectacular, similar to Claustral
and the Grand Canyon. The canyon ends at the Budiraek junction. There are usually a few
swims, including a longish one near the end.

Exit
There are a few options to exit.

The most common is to continue downstream for 1&ra sharp right hand bend, and climb the
gully on the left. Once you break through the slifflimb on to the slab on the left and up the.slab
This is technically easy but exposed. However, yaty want to take a 30m rope to belay people if

24



they are not confident. Follow the ridge back te fine trail, and turn left on the fire trail to tge
back to the Galah Mountain Road. Turn left downrthe to get back to the car park.

There is a climbing exit opposite the Budgary Craeiction - you may wish to take climbing
hardware for protection. Climb a slab for a few megt and head left along the narrow ledge. At
the end of the ledge, climb up (exposed) a couplmeires on to another ledge. Walk along the
ledge for 100m or so until you get to a slab. Thaey be a fixed rope hanging down, otherwise it
is a difficult climb of about 5m up the slab. Yowaynbe able to lasso the tree. Head up the ridge
through another cliffline, and pick up the Coachdd@anyon track as you get closer to Galah
Mountain. Contour around this side of Galah Mountaiget back to the cars.

You can also reverse the canyon, although oneeotlimb downs can be quite difficult if there is
a lot of water.

Twister Canyon

Difficulty: E

Quality: 5/10

Time: A few hours

Wetsuits: Recommended
Date last checked2012-01-15

Twister Canyon is a short but enjoyable tributafyRocky Creek. While not being particularly
spectacular, it features numerous jumps and slidesas discovered by Dave Noble (NPWS).
Twister is often incorrectly known as Sheep Dip ¥an which is the name given to the short
upper constriction of Rocky Creek itself. Twisterbiest combined as a day trip with Rocky Creek
due to its short length.

Entry

SeeNewnes Plateau & South Wolgan Fire Trailsfor information on how to drive to the starting
point.

From the Rocky Creek carpark, continue down thenrfige trail to the SE. After about 100m, turn
off to the right on a track which heads down theihto the creek. Turn left and follow the track
downstream along the creek for about 10mins until geach the canyon.

Notes

Twister is basically a series of jumps and slides icold pools. Check the depth of the water
before doing the jumps. All of the jumps can benbled down, although a couple (including the
last) are tricky. The last jump is a couple of ragtinto a small pool - but the pool is very deew. F
many of the jumps, you can climb up higher on tre&ts if you are so inclined. After the last
jump, there is a hand over hand down a 5m watdtfatl usually has a fixed line on it. Take a 10m
rope or length of tape just in case the fixed isrot there.

Exit
Continue down the creek to the next creek junctiZnoss on a log, and turn left (this is the Rocky

Creek entry track). Follow the track up the creaekilit climbs out and joins the fire trail, which
you can follow back to the car.

Much better, however, is to turn right at the cr@akction and continue downstream to Rocky
Creek.
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Deep Pass Canyon

Difficulty: E

Quality: 5/10

Time: A few hours

Wetsuits: No

Date last checked2012-02-25

Deep Pass Canyon is a pleasant canyon in the uppehnes of Nayook Creek, near Deep Pass
clearing. It is popular due to its easy accessthadact that it can be done without swimming or
abseiling.

Entry

SeeNewnes Plateau & South Wolgan Fire Trailsor information on how to drive to the starting
point. From the parking area at Deep Pass, head dosvfire trail until you reach the bottom of
the hill. Just before you cross the creek, turhtranto a track and follow it up into the canyon.

Notes

There are a quite a few drops with fixed ropes §msasmewhat dodgy, so be careful) to climb up
through the canyon. Getting near the top of they@anthere is a large pool that you need to
traverse on the right. This is tricky to do withalipping in, and you will get quite wet if you do
slip. On the far side of the pool is a dodgy setfifpgs and ropes that will get you across the last
section ... if it doesn't break. If you can negatiall of this then you can stay dry above the knee
at normal water levels. There is a bit more carlyefiore the creek opens out.

Exit
Once the creek opens out, head up the slope tagttte Cut across the ridge until you hit the fire
trail you walked in on. Alternatively, reverse ttenyon and exit up the road.

Comments

A nice little canyon with a few challenging bits keep dry, a couple of good spots for jump ins,
and some good constricted sections. | would bé editious about doing it in winter, as there is
plenty of potential getting wet. Of course, it izsgible to simply reverse the canyon if you reach a
tricky section, to avoid a swim.

River Caves Canyon
Difficulty: E

Quality: 6/10

Time: A few hours

Wetsuits: No

Date last checked2011-12-10

The River Caves is a short but spectacular canydine upper reaches of Budgary Creek. It has no
abseils, and the water in the canyon is knee-deip deepest, so can be done as a bushwalk. It is
good in late spring as there is often a profusiowilnflowers about.

Entry

Park at the Natural Bridge car park. S¢ewnes Plateau & South Wolgan Fire Trailsfor
information on how to drive to the starting poiRtom the locked gate at the Natural Bridge car
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park, walk along the fire trail to the Natural Byil which is just an obvious saddle. Head left on a
scrubby track that leads down into the gully. Tdas be difficult to follow, but mostly stays on the
east (right) bank. Just over a kilometre of walkiimings you to the main creek junction. Head left,
and the canyon starts about 50m upstream.

Notes

There are no abseils in the canyon, but you widbpbly get wet up to about knee or thigh deep
(you can get wetter if you want). The canyon hdeva short sections, with a wide stream bed
under high narrow walls.

Exit

The canyon ends at the creek junction. Turn left] after about 150m, head left up a steep gully
through a break in the cliffs. At the top of théfs| head up to the ridge, and then up along the
ridge back to the fire trail. Left on the fire trhrings you back to your car.

BUNGLEBOORI

Many of the tributaries of the north branch (DinGoeek) and the south branch of Bungleboori
Creek have sections of canyon in them. The best méude Crikey Canyon, Luna Park Canyon,
Banks Canyon and Hole-in-the-Wall Canyon. DingoeBralso has an impressive canyon section
downstream from the Hole-in-the-Wall junction. Ttenyons are typically drier than those to the
south and east, with short wades and the occassoria.

Hole-in-the-Wall Canyon
Difficulty: M

Quality: 7/10

Time: One day

Wetsuits: Recommended
Date last checked2011-01-22

Hole-in-the-Wall is an impressive canyon flowingdrthe north branch of Bungleboori Creek
(now less evocatively known as Dingo Creek). Itdeas an upper and a lower section separated
by a section of open creek. Both constrictions a@fréigh quality. The lower constriction also
features an enclosed tunnel populated with glowvgorm

Entry

SeeNewnes Plateau & South Wolgan Fire Trailsor information on how to drive to the starting
point.

From the locked gate at the end of Waratah RidgalRpass through the gate and follow the main
fire trail, ignoring trails first to the right arttien to the left after a few minutes. Continuedbout

half an hour to a clearing where the trail becomédsot track and turns sharply left past a sign.
Follow this for another 20 minutes to a track jumct Take the track to the left, which reaches a
large pagoda after a further 20 minutes. Head ardlie right of the pagoda and follow a track to
the right down into the gully. Turn left and follave creek downstream to where you need to start
wading. The canyon starts shortly after this, $& & good spot to put wetsuits on.
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Notes

The first section of canyon consists of some shaitns and an awkward climb down in a dark
section. It starts at about MGA516039 and finishiessut MGA518039.

There is a walk of about half an hour to the losamnyon section, which starts about MGA520046.
The section starts with a 3m jump, or hand-overhan abseil. Shortly after this is an abseil of
8m down a log. Then follows a hand-over-hand of dmabseil. Next is the tunnel section. This
involves wading/swimming through a pool, and thgneezing through a narrow crack. It can also
be climbed over the top, which may be needed ifvtlager level is too high or low, or certain
people are unable to fit through the squeeze.

A little further on is the second abseil. This l@at 12m through a narrow hole from thread belays
on the right hand side. There is one final shosedl{4m) and then it is a short walk to where the
canyon emerges into Dingo Creek through a narrot(#ie "Hole-in-the-Wall").

At the Bungleboori, swim and wade upstream for eglveundred metres through spectacular
canyon, to where the creek opens out. Round thberig, and then look for an eroded track on the
left.

Exit
The track climbs steeply up on to the ridge, arhthack along the ridge to the big pagoda where
you entered the creek. Retrace your steps fromlbieatie to the car park.

Comments

Hole-in-the-Wall is an impressive canyon. Wetsaits advisable for most parties, as there are a
few swims, including up Dingo Creek at the end. ivib after significant rain as the swim/wade
up Dingo Creek can become difficult/impossible.

WOLLANGAMBE

The Wollangambe River flows north of Mt Wilson, mal hamlet off Bells Line of Road. Major
tributaries of the Wollangambe include Bowens Crdeiimbano Creek and Yarramun Creek.
Both the Wollangambe River and the major tributafiew roughly west to east, and contain long
sections of relatively flat canyons, with mostlyahwaterfalls. Many of the minor tributaries of
these creeks are canyons also. The most commasitgdiiones are close to Mt Wilson itself. The
best of these include Whungee Wheengee Canyon,riBaveens Creek South Canyon and Lower
Bowens Creek North Canyon. Other popular ones decl@eronimo Canyon and Why-Don't-We-
Do-It-In-The-Road? Canyon.

Waterfall of Moss Canyon

Difficulty: MH

Quality: 3/10

Time: One day

Wetsuits: Not required

Date last checked2011-01-30

Waterfall of Moss Canyon is more of a chasm thaarayon. It flows into the Wollangambe River
near the Big Bend, down a very green waterfale-\tfiaterfall of Moss. It is a pleasant trip, but not
the best canyon in the vicinity. It is a good cledior a trip for a cooler day or near the endshef t
season as there are no swims except in the Wollangéself.
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Entry

From Cathedral Reserve, follow the track that reactime Wollangambe at the Big Bend. This
starts by heading north up the hill from the NWrearof Cathedral Reserve. After passing through
a gate, continue up the hill on the fire trail, dref heading left, and left again at junctions. ié t
next intersection take the right branch to the modown the ridge. When you reach a large
clearing, take a foot track to the left. Follow theck all the way down the ridge, with a little bf
scrambling in the last section to the Wollangambe.

Swim across the Wollangambe and climb up the guilyhe other side. There is a climb of about
3m which hopefully has a fixed line hanging dowmc® above this climb head left and around
along a ledge above the Wollangambe. The tracklghwads up to the main cliff line.

If you head left at this point, a vague track gfmssome distance around the base of the cliff line
until it reaches a creek crossing. This is in faettop of the 4th abseil, so you could use thiaras
early entry/exit if you wanted.

Otherwise head right, and up through a break ircliffe and up the ridge. Drift off the left sidé o
the ridge and into the creek at about AMG569926.

Notes

The first drop is about 8m from a tree, overhurgtat the bottom. After a walk down the creek,
the second is also about 8m from a tree, with @rhlang near the top. The third abseil is a little
under 20m in a couple of stages. There is a trislgrhang at the start, and then it goes through an
arch and over another overhang near the bottomnékeabseil is only about 8m again, but with
the anchor set back, it's about 16m. This bringsigto the main creek.

The fifth abseil is from a tree, down between twglad rock faces to an overhang - about 8m. The
next is from an tree anchor a long way back, overackstone and then an overhang. The abseil is
only about 10m, but it is about a further 7m to énehor. The seventh is down a narrow 10m slot
from a chockstone near the edge. The last is aboot down the Waterfall of Moss, from a
chockstone in the creek not far from the edge.

All bar the last abseil have overhung sections, thedoverhung sections are rarely easy. A lot of
the abseils also have potentially tricky pull dowss it is important that the last person down sets
the rope to minimise any difficulty.

Exit
Swim down the river for about 200m to the point vehgou reached the Wollangambe on the way
in, and follow the track back out.

Comments

Waterfall of Moss is a nice trip but not a greatyzan. Most of the abseils have overhung starts so
it is not a good choice for beginners.

Whungee Wheengee Canyon
Difficulty: M

Quality: 9/10

Time: A long day

Wetsuits: Recommended

Date last checked2012-02-24
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Whungee Wheengee Canyon is an excellent canyoneomarth side of the Wollangambe River. It
features two main constrictions of high qualityfes short abseils and depending on water levels,
a couple of duck unders. The usual exit is to cagidown the Wollangambe through one of its
more impressive sections.

The canyon was named so as to be confusing withreWee Whungee Creek at Kanangra.

Entry

Follow the Wollangambe Lower Tourist Section (Wollangambe 2entrance track down to the
river. Cross and climb the gully on the oppositiesin a track, climbing up on to the ridge on the
left. Once up on the flat part of the ridge thecktrdbecomes obvious. At about AMG555923
(Wollangambe map) the track veers off the righesd the ridge, and down into a dry gully that
leads to a cliff over the main creek at AMG5589Pere are slings around a tree for a 14m abseil,
or if your rope is too short, head right for ab80m to a smaller drop. The canyon starts only a
short way downstream.

Notes

Entry into the canyon proper is tricky. Easiestosontinue on a ledge down the right side for a
short way, then cross over to the left for a liitefore an awkward scramble. There are other ways.
Abseiling is always an option.

There are several potential duck unders, thoughlyntieere is a gap between the water and the
roof. They are usually in dark sections. Thereaareimber of cold swims, although the longest is
about 30m.

There are a few tricky little climb downs - howevabseiling can be avoided at this point with
good route finding and technique. One climb dowavaba pool has two fixed slings that may be
difficult to find in the dark - these can be usedwing across to a crack that you can climb down.

The canyon opens out at a creek junction, thertlgtadter there is a 9m abseil, with a short swim,
followed by 6m abseil. These used to be tricky,thete are currently bolts in place that make the
starts easier. One final tricky pair of jump dowasabseil, then there is a long spectacular sectio
of canyon all the way to the Wollangambe.

Exit
At the Wollangambe, swim downstream for about lknthe exit as foiWollangambe Lower
Tourist Section (Wollangambe 2)

Comments
Whungee Wheengee is an excellent canyon, quitaisegtand challenging. It is also dark and the
water is usually very cold. Look out for glowworinsthe dark sections.

There are numerous tricky climb downs and climbuads that can make this a tough day if your
scrambling skills are a bit weak. You may needdartbre than the two abseils if this is the case.
A leader who is familiar with the canyon can hedmsiderably in terms of time.

The walk in is reasonably long, and the canyorifitsm also take a long time. Quite a few swims,
up to 30m in the canyon proper. Longer swims inw@langambe. Wetsuits are recommended.
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Water Dragon Canyon
Difficulty: M

Quality: 7/10

Time: One day

Wetsuits: Recommended
Date last checked2011-02-12

Water Dragon Canyon is a very good canyon on théhrgide of the Wollangambe River. It is
visited less frequently from the top as about loélits impressive constriction can be visited by
walking up the canyon from the Wollangambe. Neagss, the constriction is quite long and well
worth the trip.

Water Dragon Canyon is also known as Kelvinatory@an due to the temperature differential
between it and the Wollangambe River.

Entry

Follow the Wollangambe Lower Tourist Section (Wolflambe 2) entrance track down to the
river. Cross and climb the gully on the oppositiesiending left at the bottom. Once up on the flat
part of the ridge, continue for about 200m and theap off to the left, just before the track starts
to go up to a small knoll. There is a track, andgilaly a cairn at the junction. This leads into a
small, unmarked gully which ends with a drop irtte main creek. Traverse right for about 30m to
a tree with slings for a 16m (12m for the minimurom abseil into the creek.

An older route traversed slopes further to themarto the gully at MGA553922, and the main
creek can be reached from this without an abseil.

Once in the creek, there is a 3m drop that canlib#wed down, or optionally hand-over-handed,
and a wade. The main canyon starts a little wagr #fiis at MGA554918.

Notes

The first abseil can be done from anchors at thpe bat the pull down is probably easier if you
climb down a few metres and rig off slings arounib@ directly above the drop. From there the
abseil is about 9m (7m for the minimum drop).

There is a bit of a walk to the second abseilhatdbvious creek junction on the map. You can
climb down a crack using a handline if needed (&dmn), swim across a pool and rig the abseil
from logs jammed in a crack on the other side. dieeil is about 10m from this anchor. It makes
for a tricky start to the abseil, but the pull doisreasy.

Then there is 200m of very good, but dark canyatiégunction with the Wollangambe.

Exit
At the Wollangambe, walk and swim downstream fadriGo where you crossed before. Flotation

in your backpack is advisable, as much of the déstdas swimming, and weaker swimmers may
want a lilo.

Comments

Water Dragon is a very good canyon with a couplantgresting abseils. There are only a couple
of short swims in the canyon, but some very longsodown the Wollangambe to get back to the
exit.
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Geronimo Canyon
Difficulty: M

Quality: 6/10

Time: One day

Wetsuits: Recommended
Date last checked2011-01-26

Geronimo Canyon is a good canyon tributary of thellsivigambe River. It has a relatively
sustained constriction, punctuated by a numberbegits. Its name comes from the third abseil
which was jumped by Glen Robinson ("Geronimo!").

Entry

Park at the fire station at Mt Wilson, and follometmain tourist track towards the Wollangambe.
At about 2km a track branches left below a largém(L sandstone outcrop, which you should
follow. This contours around a gully eventually plping in to a small steep saddle. Head left off
the saddle to reach the Wollangambe at AMG542918llavgambe). Cross the river, walk up to
the cliff and traverse around to the left until ycan easily walk up. At the top of the ridge, you
should be on a track that start west and curvasndrto the north following the ridge. Just after a
high point the track begins to fade - drop off test side and scramble down to meet the creek at
the junction at AMG538920. The canyon starts sdter.a

Notes

The first abseil is a slightly awkward 7m from adr- watch your head as the gap is narrow.
Immediately this is followed by a 7m abseil fronpide of logs - needs a long sling to avoid a
crack.

The next abseil is 7m using a large rock as andrat,a long sling. This has a tricky start. Try to

keep the rope out of the crack for the pulldowne Hiseil can also be jumped ("Geronimo!") if

you have checked the water depth. Note that thenigusually not much more than person depth,
so be very careful

The last abseil is about 14m from a close tree2on from one further along. To get to the anchor
requires a scramble along a narrow ledge to the Adternatively this could be done in two 7m
abseils, the first from where the scramble starts.

Exit
It is a short walk from here back to the Wollanganamd then head downstream. You will soon
get back to the point where you crossed the Wodlenize, and you can exit from here.

Comments

Geronimo is a nice canyon, relatively sustained witihout being particularly deep or dark. It
could be done in less than half a day by an expee party, so a bit of a wander up the
Wollangambe is worthwhile. There are a few cold nssi although none particularly long.
Wetsuits are advisable for most parties.

Upper Wollangambe Canyon

Difficulty: M
Quality: 8/10
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Time: Two days
Wetsduits: Lilos
Date last checked2008-02-23

The Wollangambe River has sections of canyon overtnof its length. This section lies above the
usual tourist sections, and is much rougher, \iitle in the way of tracks. However, it is possibly
the best section of the Wollangambe River, andxaelkent canyon. The notes are more vague
than usual, as the canyon is in the Wollangambeléfkfiless and parties need to be more self
reliant.

Entry
There are a variety of options for getting to thayon.

If you only have a 2WD car, then one option is @knan from Bell to Wollangambe Crater. This
is about 8km, and around 3h if you know the waystiyaon some form of track.

If you have 4WD cars, then you can probably drileng the Dumbano Fire Trail to the locked
gate at AMG497949 (Wollangambe). Walk to the endhefroad, scramble down to the left and
walk down the river to Wollangambe Crater.

These involve leaving a car at Mt Wilson. From Velojambe Crater, the river is slow going to
where the canyon starts around AMG523912.

Another possibility is to start at Mt Wilson, croasd follow the ridge as per Geronimo Canyon,
and keep heading around to where you can get donengh the cliffines upstream of the start.

Notes

The canyon begins with a long pool at AMG523912erEhare many long pools, and high narrow
walled sections. Lilos are a good idea. There araarous large boulder chokes which take some
time to negotiate.

Exit
Exit up the Geronimo track, which leaves the riaerAMG542913, and leads back to the fire
station at Mt Wilson.

Wollangambe Canyon - Upper Tourist Section
Difficulty: E

Quality: 5/10

Time: One day

Wetsuits: Lilos

Date last checked2011-12-24

The Wollangambe River passes through numerousssadf canyon on its way to the Colo River.
The two most popular sections lie below Mt Wilsand are excellent lilo trips on a summer day.
The notes below describe the upper tourist sectiften called Wollangambe 1.

Entry

Park at the fire station at Mt Wilson, and folloletfire trail around behind the fire station. Turn
left on to another fire trail at the T-junction eft200m. Past the top of the hill, the main trail
swings right and then crosses another fire trdier€ is a sign to the Wollangambe River at the
head of a foot track opposite that you should fellét about 2km a track branches left below a
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large (10m) sandstone outcrop. Avoid this and ometipast another sandstone pagoda on your
left. As you near the river, the track swings shateft. Head upstream along the cliffs above a
gully for 200m until you can climb down a steepremron tree roots into the gully. Follow this
down to the river at AMG545912.

Notes

Follow the river downstream. There are many longpdeools, so lilos and wetsuits are advisable.
There are a number of points early on where youctiarb up the cliffs on the side of the canyon

for jumps to about 8m. Check the depth carefullyrtirer down there are a few large boulder
scrambles to negotiate. There are no abseils.

It is worth having a look up Water Dragon Canyorichitomes in on the left at AMG554913. It is
cold and dark, but spectacular.

Exit

The usual exit is found at a beach (AMG559914) ithully coming in on the right. NPWS have

installed a small sign with a black arrow on yellbackground pointing the way. Climb up the

right hand side of the gully, and then up rocks ttad roots (a bit exposed). Follow the track back
to a fire trail. Turn right (green sign with arrgwoints the way) and follow this back to where

another sign points left to Mt Wilson, and fromriadack to your car.

Alternatively continue downstream past a 2m scrandsl jump (be careful if you jump) to the
sharp left hand bend at AMG562914 and climb uph#oright. This track joins up with the other
track above before it hits the fire trail.

Wollangambe Canyon - Lower Tourist Section
Difficulty: E

Quality: 6/10

Time: One day

Wetsuits: Lilos

Date last checked2013-01-06

The Wollangambe River passes through numerousssatif canyon on its way to the Colo River.

The two most popular sections lie below Mt Wilsand are excellent lilo trips on a summer day.
The notes below describe the lower tourist sectiftien called Wollangambe 2. There are several
side canyons in this section which are well wontbestigating from the bottom.

Entry

From Cathedral Reserve at Mt Wilson, head alonditberail that leaves to the west. After about
1.2km, this forks, and you veer right down a It.the top of a long hill, turn on to a track that
branches to the right. There is a warning sigrhatttack junction. Follow this roughly north for
1.5km down to the river at AMG559914 (Wollangambapin Avoid taking a minor right fork to
Why Don't We Do It In The Road? Canyon (SerendipityCanyon) after about 400m, at a large
anthill. There is an exposed scramble down tretsrost before you get to the river.

Notes

The canyon is pleasant and high walled, althouglemparticularly narrow. Most of the canyon
involves swimming or liloing, with generally shosalks in between. There are only a couple of
long swimming sections.
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Not far from the start is a tricky 2m scramble downjump. Be careful if you jump, as there are
only a couple of safe spots to land.

After another 200m or so, you paasy Don't We Do It In The Road? Canyonat AMG564914.
This is worth having a look up if you have time.nbt, another 700m further on you pass
Whungee Wheengee Canyoat AMG567917. This is well worth a visit from th®ttom. It is
possible to scramble quite some way up, but evemditom 100m or so is superb.

You also pas®Vaterfall of Moss at AMG569923, but as the last abseil is closehtoend, you
can't see much of the canyon.

Exit

The exit is at the big bend on the map at AMG5719®atch forWaterfall of Moss Canyon
coming in on the left. About 200m past this, anst jpast a big bouldery block up, you will see a
beach on the right, and a gully on both sides. Higgd up the gully, and up to the ridge. The track
is fairly obvious up to when it turns into a fimait at AMG571908. Once on the fire trail, follow i
back to a grassy clearing. Turn right at the clegrand then left after about 200m at a junction.
Take the right branch at the next two intersectitiveg are close together, and follow the track
down the hill, through a gate and back to Catheeslerve.

Bell Creek Canyon
Difficulty: M

Quality: 10/10

Time: One day

Wetsuits: Lilos

Date last checked2011-03-06

Bell Creek Canyon is a beautiful canyon, with aglatark lower constriction. Most parties enter
via a hand-over-hand into a side canyon known d8yB€anyon, which is a good canyon in its
own right.

Entry

From the Fire Station at Mt Wilson, head west altrgfire trail towards Du Faurs Lookout, and
turn left after about 300m through a gate to tffie Follow this fire trail until it heads downhiéind
veers left. Take the foot track that continuesightaahead. When you reach the saddle at
MGA537885 (Mount Wilson), turn right and follow thack down into a creek. Towards the end,
climb to the right out of the creek and do a shard-over-hand (10m rope may be needed) down
a slab to get down to Du Faur Creek.

Cross the creek, climb up on to a ledge and traveyshe right along the ledge until you can
scramble. Continue scrambling through several soiiffines up to the knoll, and then head up
the ridge to the top of the big hill.

Head W or NW into a creek - the NW one has a coapleery short canyon sections and needs a
10m handline. Both of these lead into a largerlgresich also has a canyon in it. This starts with
a log slide which again needs a 10m handline.dtige spectacular in its own right.

Finally you reach Bell Creek proper, where you tright and head downstream.
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Notes

There is a short section of canyon, before a sdsas#rtion through boulders. Below this are a
number of canyon sections, the first couple belrgldngest and most spectacular. There are quite
a number of chilly swims, including one of abouO&0 Lower down there are some more canyon
sections interspersed with creek walking.

At the junction with Du Faur Creek, you can go ugatn or downstream.

If you head downstream, about 300m after the Du 2reek junction, the creek starts to drop
through boulders, and then flattens out. This $&sttion is the trickiest, as there is a fair bit of
scrub, and the creek bed is covered with largepsiip rocks. Bell Creek then flows into the
Wollangambe River, which is much the same, althoygih can walk along the left hand bank
quite easily. About 200m after the junction, theeriturns a sharp left hand bend. There is a large
sandy beach on the left, and the exit track sthréxtly across the river.

Alternatively head upstream for about 800m throsghme long pools, and exit left through Joes
Canyon. Where the creek splits, follow a trackhupleft branch up to the saddle.

Exit

The track heads up to the top of the saddle, amg tught. The track from Joes Canyon joins after
about 600m. The main track then contours roundthly and then heads steadily up, reaching the
main ridge, and the entry track to the Tourist Becof the Wollangambe, between two pagodas.
Turn right and follow the track up, crossing a firail, and joining another fire trail. When you
reach the road, turn right back to the Fire Statiere you left your car.

Comments

A very good canyon. Navigation is reasonably shiggward, although there is an exposed
scramble to get out of Du Faur Creek. The canyoreiy cold, and wet suits are recommended,
and a thermal top underneath is probably not aithed. Some people use lilos to keep a little
warmer. These are best inflated after the bouldemsbling in the main canyon. Otherwise there
would be a lot of lilo hauling involved. There aseme tricky down climbs in the canyon, and
some drops in the entry canyons may need a hantmeshouldn't need abseiling gear.

Bell Creek Complete Canyon
Difficulty: M

Quality: 10/10

Time: Two days

Wetsuits: Lilos
Date last checked2008-12-13

While the lower section of Bell Creek is well knowsm excellent overnight trip can be had by
entering the creek high up and following it all tivay down to Mt Wilson. The upper section of
the creek has a number of stretches of canyon warigtspectacular in their own right. The notes
given are briefer as parties need to be more aligit.

Entry

Leave a car at the Fire Station at Mt Wilson aridedto Watertrough Hill on Bells Line of Road.
Head ENE to the first 1019 knoll, and then norttmal the ridge. Find a way into the creek near the
creek junction at MGA503896.
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Notes

The canyon starts at the junction at MGA507895.r@hee numerous narrow sections, mostly
involving swims. Some are quite long. A large chgioke at one point requires a bit of a
duckunder, or if the water level is high, a trickymb over.

There is a camp cave opposite the creek junctidd@£525901 which is a good spot to stay the
night. This is the usual entry point for the lowection of Bell Creek.

Continue downstream through the large boulder dol@ato the spectacular lower canyon section
and on to the junction with Du Faur Creek.

Exit
At the Du Faur Creek junction, continue downstrearthe Wollangambe and out to the saddle at
the sharp bend at MGA543914 or head up Du FaurkGree up Joes Canyon at MGA543906.

Comments

An outstanding canyon. The upper sections are wawith plenty of liloing, though the canyon
walls are not particularly high near the beginnigth an early start, it is feasible to do the whol
of Bell Creek as a day trip, though you would natnivto take lilos in this case. There are also
some exit points to the south, back on to the riddech you can then follow back to Bells Line of
Road. This makes it feasible to do shorter sections

The bottom section is superb, though very colde’Aihe camp cave, lilos are more hindrance than
help until you reach the main canyon section.

Some parties will find a handline useful, but alisgigear is not required.

Some would argue that this is not really Bell Cr&smplete, as there are canyon sections higher
in the headwaters.

Du Faur Creek Canyon
Difficulty: E

Quality: 6/10

Time: One day

Wetsuits: Lilos

Date last checked2010-01-08

Du Faur Creek Canyon (also known as Clatterteetiy@d is a tributary of Bell Creek, a little
way above where that creek flows into the WollanigarRiver. It has some long lilo pools. It was
discovered by a party from Sydney Bush Walkersle&oss Wyborn.

Entry

From the Fire Station at Mt Wilson, head west altrgfire trail towards Du Faurs Lookout, and
turn left after about 300m through the second gatee left (not marked private property). Follow
this fire trail for almost 2km until it heads dowttand veers left at MGA542886. Take the foot
track that continues straight ahead. When you ré¢laetsaddle at MGA537885 (Mount Wilson),
turn left and follow the track down into a creelowcan usually avoid getting your feet wet until
you reach the junction with a much larger creeknéty be worth putting on wetsuits here. Turn
right at this creek (October Creek), and wade déngasn for about 500m to the first canyon
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section. This is a good spot to inflate lilos. Tehere a couple more long canyon sections with
swims before the alternative entry below comes in.

Alternatively, turn right at the saddle and folldle track down the creek. Not far from the end
scramble up right on to the ridge and do a 10m fwmd-hand from a large gum tree near the
junction to regain the creek. This misses out anesgery good sections of canyon. You may also
need a 10m rope in case a fixed line is not there.

Notes

There are quite a number of canyon sections, ipeesed with creek walking. The canyon sections
are of good quality, but are never really sustaifide creek walking is for the most part easy and
relatively scrub free, and the surrounds are d#ligh

About 300m after the Bell Creek junction, the crestéirts to drop through boulders, and then
flattens out. This last section is the trickied,there is a fair bit of scrub, and the creek fsed i
covered with large slippery rocks. Bell Creek tHiws into the Wollangambe River, which is
much the same, although you can walk along thehkafd bank quite easily. About 200m after the
junction, the river turns a sharp left hand berfter€ is a large sandy beach on the left, and tihe ex
track starts directly across the river.

Exit

The track heads up to the top of the saddle, amt tight. It contours round the gully and then
heads steadily up, reaching the main ridge, andetitey track to the Tourist Section of the
Wollangambe between two pagodas. Turn right anidviothe track up, crossing a fire trail, and
joining another fire trail. When you reach the rpadn right, and walk back to the Fire Station
where you left your car.

Comments

There are numerous long pools so lilos are adwsdbt most parties. They are, however,
inconvenient in the more open sections of creelpeirnced parties may be able to do without
them, but will need a full wetsuit and possiblyrthals underneath. Some other flotation (eg dry
bag) is also needed.

Why Don't We Do It In The Road? Canyon

Difficulty: EM

Quality: 4/10

Time: One day (less if you take the upstream exit)
Wetsuits: Recommended

Date last checked2007-03-31

Why Don't We Do It In The Road? Canyon, often knoasSerendipity Canyon, is a relatively
short canyon on the south side of the Wollangantbbés popular because of its easy access,
relatively large number of abseils, and the factt thh can be done fairly safely in inclement
weather. It was named by Tony Norman, a Beatlesvi&wo was in one of the first parties to visit
the upper section of the creek. It is commonly kn@ag Serendipity Canyon, an alternate name
given by Glen Robinson. The lower part of the creeds well known to parties visiting the
Wollangambe.
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Entry

Park at Cathedral Reserve at Mt Wilson. If youridtéo go upstream to exit, you could park at the
fire station at Mt Wilson, as the walk in/out is chuthe same distance, but possibly a bit easier.
Either way, follow the main fire trail to where th&ollangambe Lower Tourist Section
(Wollangambe 2) entrance track turns off. Follow this track foroab 1km to a fork where the
track to WDWDIITR veers off to the right. A coupdé hundred metres after here there is another
fork. Left goes to an exit (see below), so takeright fork. This winds around and down to the
start of the canyon.

Notes

There are a few options at the start of the can@oe is to cross the creek and abseil 14m in two
stages down the right of the waterfall. Be warytlod two sharp stumps pointing up from the

halfway ledge. A 30m rope just reaches here. Theretis a scramble off a ledge on the right, or
abseil about 3m.

Alternatively you can bypass both abseils on tlftealed drop in a little further down. However, it
seems a slight waste to do it this way.

Almost immediately there is a 10m drop into thee&rproper from a tree on the right. From there
there is a reasonable creek walk of around 45mihganain canyon section.

The first drop is around 8m down a waterfall. Ainstay to the right, particularly if there is a lot
of water. It is not too far to the second drop. Yaun abseil from tapes around a tree a couple of
metres further back, or jump about 4m. Someonengiid to check the depth first. The last drop is
an easy abseil or a tricky jump. You need to knoherg the ledges are underwater, and
unfortunately they are under the easier jumpinggott requires jumping rather close to a wall.

It is then a short scramble to the end of the canyo

Exit

There are a number of options for exit. You candganstream, in which case proceed as for
Wollangambe Lower Tourist Section (Wollangambe 2)Lilos are a good idea as this is a
reasonably long option.

If you go upstream the easiest way out is frondgéeto the left, about 100m upstream, just as the
canyon bends to the left. A path leads up the alsvigully and then up the ridge, where it joins
back to the entrance track not far down from the fiail. It is also possible to traverse left @on
ledges (a little exposed) to this exit from the esfdWDWDIITR if the water level in the
Wollangambe is too high for wading upstream.

Alternatively you can go further upstream to themnal exit track from th&Jpper Tourist Section
(Wollangambe 1) There is a somewhat tricky climb up of about 2efobe you reach the exit
beach. The exit is just after you pass under dtatging the canyon.

Comments

A nice canyon, although rather short, and withragish but pleasant creek walk between abseils. It
is better (but incorrectly) known as Serendipityn@an, so | have tried to give its original name
here.
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Lower Bowens Creek North Canyon
Difficulty: M

Quality: 8/10

Time: One day

Wetsuits: Recommended

Date last checked2010-02-27

The lower canyon section of Bowens Creek Northabelt offers plenty of "bang for your buck".
The walks in and out are relatively short, and ¢hayon section is a good length compared to
many others, though it is fairly quick to traveesethe two abseils are near the beginning.

Entry

From Mt Wilson, drive out towards Wynnes Rocks, adk opposite the fire trail that branches
off to the east about halfway out along the Wynnaskout Road (MGA559883, Mt Wilson map).
Walk along the fire trail, keeping right where dgrks after about 800m. Pass through a gate, pass a
hill on your right, and as the next gully startsafgpear, turn right at a large anthill (MGA576884)
and head down into the gully. There are a couplsizgable drops in the gully that need to be
skirted or sidled. Turn left at Bowens Creek andkwimwn the creek to the start of the canyon.

Notes

There are a couple of drops in the creek beforentain canyon starts. Good route finding can
avoid the need for a rope. The second can be avtigiéraversing right and climbing down a tree,
although there are a couple of sets of tapesnlatso be jumped - check the depth first.

The first actual abseil is from ropes around adrdllon a slippery ledge up to the right. It isteli
tricky to get to the anchor. A safety line is adtike. The abseil is about 12m into the water, or
about 8m to a ledge from where you could jump. isiively, abseil about 8m directly down the
waterfall. The second abseil is about 12m from saa®und a tree up to the right, into a pool.
Some further climb downs and swims follow befores thection of canyon ends at the junction
with Bowens Creek South Branch.

Exit

From the junction with the South Branch, you ca@ aesmall gully coming in from the left about
50m downstream. Climb out here and follow a rouglkt up the gully. There may be a couple of
fixed lines here on difficult sections, otherwisar®one may need to scramble up and drop one
down. At the bottom cliff line head left until yaeach a break in the cliffs. Scramble up here. A
track largely follows the ridge back up to the firail you walked in on at MGA580885. From here

it is a 2.5km walk back to the car.

Comments

The lower section of Bowens Creek North is verydyateep, and quite spectacular. It appears to
get a lot less traffic than some of the other casyaround Mt Wilson, though it is far more
impressive than say Why Don't We Do It In The RoadWaterfall of Moss.

Jamieson's abseil lengths are misleading and pgskibgerous. Taking just a 20m rope is asking
for trouble.

There are several swims up to 20m or so and soeewades.
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Bowens Creek North Canyon
Difficulty: M

Quality: 8/10

Time: A long day

Wetsuits: Recommended

Date last checked2012-01-08

Most parties just visit the lower canyon sectiorBofvens Creek North Branch. While the lower
section is the best, there are also good canydiosedn the upper part of the creek. A good long
day trip starts high in the headwaters and contina¢he junction with the South Branch.

Entry

Leave a car near the start of the fire trail onléfieas you drive out along Wynnes Lookout Rd, at
Mt Wilson at MGA559883 (Mt Wilson map). Drive theher car to the bottom of the main hill
before Mt Wilson, at about MGA551885. Head ESE itite creek. The creek slowly becomes
canyoniferous before you finally reach a sectionasfyon.

Notes

There are about 5 sections of canyon in the creféré you reach the junction with the South
Branch.

A couple of these are in the first couple of kildras. The creek walking between these sections is
pleasant and relatively easy. There are a coupdieagfs in these sections where a 10m hand line is
useful, and there are a reasonable number of sthhembles and climb downs. If you are prepared
to swim there is a bit less scrambling. There amaraber of deep wades, but the swims can largely
be avoided.

The creek then opens out into a scrubby sectidioyéanother short section of canyon, followed

by some more easy creek walking and then a handkared or possible jump to start another

section of canyon around MGA566868. There may lm®uple of swims here. Then there is a

considerable walk to get to the final section afyean. The creek begins to drop more sharply and
there are quite a number of scrambles down boukksiions, which takes additional time.

There are a couple of drops in the creek beforentain canyon starts. Good route finding can
avoid the need for a rope. The second can be avtigéraversing right and climbing down a tree,
although there are a couple of sets of tapesnlatso be jumped - check the depth first.

The first actual abseil is from ropes around advdlon a slippery ledge up to the right. It istéeli
tricky to get to the anchor. A safety line is adtike. The abseil is about 12m into the water, or
about 8m to a ledge from where you could jump. isiively, abseil about 8m directly down the
waterfall. The second abseil is about 12m from sa@®und a tree up to the right, into a pool.
Some further climb downs and swims follow befores thection of canyon ends at the junction
with Bowens Creek South Branch.

Exit

From the junction with the South Branch, you ca@ aesmall gully coming in from the left about
50m downstream. Climb out here and follow a rouglkt up the gully. There may be a couple of
fixed lines here on difficult sections, otherwisar®one may need to scramble up and drop one
down. At the bottom cliff line head left until yaeach a break in the cliffs. Scramble up here. A
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track largely follows the ridge back up to the firail you walked in on at MGA580885. From here
it is a 2.5km walk back to the car.

Comments

The top section is a nice canyon, but not espgcsbctacular. There are a few quite narrow
sections, and a couple of fun slides. The veryodpotsection is very good, deep, although not
particularly dark or narrow, and very green. If yane running short of time, it is possible to egit
the left at various placing, including around MGA868 or up the entry track for the lower
section, at the creek junction at MGA578878. Thediosection is described separately.

Jamieson's abseil lengths are misleading and pgskibgerous. Taking just a 20m rope is asking
for trouble.

There are several swims up to 20m or so and soeewades.

Upper Bowens Creek South Canyon

Difficulty: EM

Quality: 9/10

Time: One day

Wetsuits: Optional

Date last checked2010-11-07

The south branch of Bowens Creek has sectionsrofocafrom high up in its headwaters, right
down to the junction with the north branch. Thesgea describe the most commonly visited
section of Bowens Creek South Canyon, the upp¢iosec

Entry

If you want to avoid a 3km road walk, park a caamhe start of the fire trail at Range Hill on the
Bells Line of Road. The best spot is the open arethe side of the road about 200m E of start of
the fire trail.

Then drive to Pierces Pass and park the othert¢he @op parking area. Walk N along the road to
the top of the hill and then NE along the ridgeefEhis a reasonably well defined pad that keeps to
the main ridge line. After a little over 1km thelge starts to drop. At the pagodas there are a
number of spots you can scramble to the right dimtothe creek. The easiest is the obvious gully
you can see about 100m further on from the toheffirst pagoda, getting into the creek at about
MGA543842. Some creek walking and a bit of scrantbfollows to a 10m drop. This can easily
be traversed to the right, or abseiled if you figkel it. The canyon proper is reached shortly after

Notes

The first drop is about 8m from tapes from one ofuanber of trees on the right. However, it can

be also be slid in two stages by climbing down urttle chockstone. Both drops are into about
waist deep water. The anchor for the next dropamftapes around a tree about 8m back. A long
sling is required, otherwise the total drop is ab@@m all up. The canyon narrows immediately.

The junction with another canyon (Corkscrew Cangocording to Jamieson) coming in from the

left is then reached. This is well worth a sidp td explore.

Continuing on there is a nice section of canyortil itnopens out into a lovely coachwood and
sassafras forest. The creek meanders for some efageldropping through boulders and then into
the bottom canyon section.
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There are quite a few tricky scrambles and drophimsection, including one down a log. A rope
can be used, although all of the drops can be elhtbown or around. This section of canyon
opens out a little at the junction with Range ClolfHail Canyon according to Jamieson). It is a
good side trip to see the bottom section of Hob@aihyon. This section of canyon finishes a little
way past the junction with the next creek on tlig lerny Cave Creek.

Exit

Continue down the creek until you reach the nektitary coming in from the left. Opposite this
you will see a steep bank, but climbable. Therd@gs at the bottom to help with the first section.
Follow this up to the next major cliffline. Follothe cliffine around to the right past a waterfdl,

a point where it bends sharply left into small gulthis can be climbed through a narrow hole. Go
up to the next line of cliffs and right on a tra&cramble up the cliffs at an obvious point (the
track stops traversing under the cliffs). A ropefien found hanging down here. Follow the track
up the ridge to the fire trail. Follow the fire itreack to where you left the car, or walk backrejo
Bells Line of Road.

Comments

Upper Bowens Creek South Canyon is an excellenyazanThe lower constriction is dark and
twisting, and quite sustained. The side trips tok€crew Canyon and Hobnail Canyon are both
worthwhile.

A 40m rope is needed for the abseils. The absedlgalatively easy, though some parties may
need to do additional abseiling as there are saosdvhere the route down is not obvious. If you
drop off the entry ridge to the left instead of tlight, it is possible to negotiate your way into

Corkscrew Canyon which does not require any abseils

Experienced parties should be able to negotiateahgon with only one swim and a few wades at
normal water levels. Wetsuits are optional, but feydvisable for less experienced parties.

NORTH GROSE

The North Grose canyons lie on the south side #8Rée of Road, west of the Explorers Range
(Mt Banks). They are mostly lower quality canyoimssmall creeks, and as a result are typically
fairly dry. Their main attraction is their proximito Sydney and easy access. Dargans Creek
Canyon, though not technically flowing into the €&pis probably the best quality canyon. Yileen
Canyon and Dalpura Canyon are also pleasant outings

Yileen Canyon

Difficulty: M

Quality: 6/10

Time: One day

Wetsuits: Optional

Date last checked2012-01-29

Yileen Canyon is one of the better canyons on thehsside of Bells Line of Road. It features
several sections of canyon, finishing with an dbsleup to 60m into the Grose Valley. The name
comes from an aboriginal word for dream.
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Entry
Ideally, leave a car at the bottom picnic areaietdes Pass. If not, you have a 3.5km walk back up

to the top car park, and then along Bells Line oa® at the end. Alternatively you can try and
hitch a lift.

Drive to the Mt Wilson turnoff and leave the caeth. Walk back east to the top of the hill, and

SSW on a fire trail. After 800m, the fire trail (ltlyis stage more of a track) swings W, then S and
up on to the ridge at the 1006 point. Follow ttaekralong this ridge SW, and then S off the end of
the ridge between the two branches of Yileen Guahd joins the east branch of the creek a short
way above the junction.

Notes

There is a good section of canyon just below tietjon, before a 3m slide or climb down a chute
(or optionally hand over hand from an anchor somstadce back). There are ledges on the right in
the pool if you want to avoid a swim.

The canyon opens out shortly after, and therecieek walk to the start of the next canyon section.
The next drop is a short way into this section,uabtm, also into a pool. It can be jumped if you
check the depth. A nice canyon section follows.

The creek opens out again, with some boulder sdiaglbefore a left hand bend leads into the
final section of canyon. There is an abseil of alfm from a tree on the left, with the anchor
about 8m further back. The canyon opens out shaftiy.

Follow the creek down through boulders to the bigpd This is best done in a couple of stages,
about 40m down to a huge boulder, and then 10m &a@amall tree on the right to the ground. It
can also be combined into one abseil if the ropash.

Exit

Head left under the cliff on a track, which leadsued and then down into Pierces Creek. Cross
the creek and climb up the other side until youthgt Pierces Pass track - it's like a highway 30 yo
can't miss it). Turn left and follow the track bagf to the car park where you left a car. If you
only had one car, walk up the fire trail to Belisi¢ of Road, and follow it back to your car.

Comments
A nice canyon, probably the best of the North Greaseyons, but not particularly deep or
sustained. The last abseil is spectacular.

Depending on water levels there will probably maple of deep wades or short swims.

Wotta Canyon

Difficulty: EM

Quality: 2/10

Time: A short day

Wetsuits: Optional

Date last checked2003-11-22

Wotta Canyon is a short canyon tributary of BirrigaBrook. It features several abseils through a
fairly low quality section of canyon, with a couplédeep wades or short swims.
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Entry

Park at the Mt Wilson turn off on Bells Line of Rahd walk back along the Bell Rd to the top of
the hill to the east. Follow the fire trail southdadrop into the creek down one of the spurs, aimin
for MGA519842. There is a rough track down the gputhe east. Following the creek for a short
distance brings you to the start of the canyon.

Notes

The canyon starts with a 4m drop from slings aroarstightly dodgy tree into a waist deep pool.

Then a 5m wade through chest deep water to thieoftdre next abseil. This is about 10m, from an

even more dodgy set up, a rope sling around a emfgfee ferns. Safer is to do the first two drops
as one using the original slings, although you pbdp need about a 50m rope. Then the third
abseil is about 7m, but the anchor is high on a seme 10m back from the drop, so you'l

probably need at least 40m of rope. The startdkytras the abseil is completely overhung, and the
anchor a long way back.

Exit

That's pretty much it for the canyon. Walk down tneek to the junction with Birrabang Brook,
and then exit up Birrabang. You can climb out inumber of places between MGA517852 and
MGA519852. Climb the spur to the north and find titeek that leads back to Bells Line of Road.

Alternatively, scramble on the left hand side of first main gully on the right after the canyon
section finishes, and from there up to the ridge.

Comments

Not a particularly good canyon, so | won't be raghback. The canyon itself is short and not
particularly good quality. Apart from the abseilse exit up Birrabang Canyon was probably the
best bit.

With a fairly fast moving party, a good day migletto go down Wotta, exit out of Birrabang on to
Dalpura Ridge, go through Better Offer and finakit up Birrabang. None of these are long, so it
wouldn't be hard to do. Also, all of the canyons eelatively dry, so you can get away without
wetsuits (and possibly do in winter). It may reguér bit of ingenuity, but you can get away with a
short chest deep wade in Wotta, a short waist ekefe in Better Offer and nothing deeper than
knees in Birrabang.

Another option if you take the early exit might teedo Yileen, which is off the other side of the
ridge you originally walk in on. You probably neadar at Pierces Pass for this option.

Better Offer Canyon

Difficulty: EM

Quality: 3/10

Time: A short day

Wetsuits: No

Date last checked2008-02-09

Better Offer Canyon is a pleasant trip, though aogreat canyon. It features a number of
interesting abseils and can usually be done withetting much more than waist deep, making it a
good trip for cooler weather. The canyon sectiaesir@ermittent and not of high quality. It is also
known as Magnifying Glass Canyon.
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Entry

Drive about 2km past the Mt Wilson turn-off on tBells Line of Road, and park just before the
overtaking lane starts. Follow the fire trail tiséirts at the bush regeneration sign. It heads east
briefly at first, and then roughly south along Daipridge. A track used to continue all the way to
Birrabang Brook, but since the fires of 2006, thestb has regenerated, and the track is faint in
some places and non-existent in others. Crosstheet025 point and keep to the east side of the
ridge. The ridge soon descends and opens out,@ndhould shortly reach a large rock pagoda. If
you look west, you should see another rock pagbdatal 50m away in the creek, off to the right
side of the ridge. Head for this. The creek goe=r @vsmall waterfall at this point, which you can
abseil, or possibly scramble.

Notes

The first drop at the small waterfall is only ab@ut from the bottom, but it is a dodgy scramble.
Better is to abseil from slings about 5m furthertlup left bank. The next drop goes down a sloping
crack, and then down into an ankle deep pool, altdot all up. A slippery slide follows and a
rope for a hand over hand is advisable. A shorya@arsection follows, starting with a slippery 6m
abseil into a waist deep pool. It finishes withireaf 6m drop into a pool that can be climbed down
if dry, or abseiled if wet.

The final two abseils are one after the other. fits¢ is quite long, and can be abseiled straight
down the falls, or from a tree on a ledge to tlfie Ether way it is about 23m. The last is abont 8
(or 2m for the minimum drop), but the anchor is @h8m back making the start quite tricky.
Maybe a more convenient anchor can be found.

Exit

The creek then starts to drop down through bouldesBow it downstream for about 200m and
then veer left across the slope trending lower.pKieelow the lower cliff line to avoid a very
narrow ledge just below the top cliff line.

Continue traversing around under the bottom ciifé luntil you reach Birrabang Brook. Head
upstream, and then up the first major gully onléfe From the top head up Dalpura Ridge to the
pagoda where you turned off earlier and thence batte car.

Birrabang Canyon
Difficulty: E

Quality: 1/10

Time: A short day

Wetsuits: No

Date last checked2003-11-03

Birrabang Brook is a nice creek, but has only aeenall section of canyon. Nevertheless it gets a
reasonable amount of visitors as it has no abaaisno swims, making for more of a bushwalk
than a canyon.

Entry

Driving west along Bells Line of Road, park 1.3kaspthe Mt Wilson turnoff, where a couple of
green posts block the start of an old fire traileTrail is clear and easy to follow down the ridge
begins to descend steeply toward the creek, andtheaottom it splits in two. The left path is
better trodden, although it is a short abseil d@nslippery rock, or a scramble around the left to
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get into the creek at MGA518852 (Mt Wilson). Thengan begins less than 200m downstream
from here. Apparently the right path is an easier oute
(http://www.geocities.com/wcieslik/canyon28.htmalthough | have not tried it.

Notes

The trip is relatively dry - with scrambling yourcavoid getting wet much past your knees at
normal water levels.

The creek is quite enclosed early on, with manyrloaegs. There are quite a number of shallow
pools to be waded through. Some deeper pools enagrdj¢here are a few required scranbles to
avoid getting wet - one easy one up to the riglovalka waist deep pool, one harder one along the
left for about 10m above a chest deep pool. Thearamble up the left to avoid a 3m abseil. The
abseil goes into the most canyonlike section s Mvorth checking it out from below although it
involves a swim to enjoy fully.

The rest is relatively straightforward, althougltasional scrambling may be required.

Exit

The exit gully on the right at MGA508843 is faijpvious as you can clearly see the sky up it.
There is a faint track which leads up to the ridaed from there you can follow the ridge back to
the road and it is about 800m back to the car.

Dalpura Canyon

Difficulty: E

Quality: 4/10

Time: A short day

Wetsuits: Not required

Date last checked2012-10-21

Dalpura is a relatively short canyon on the noitte ©f the Grose Valley. It has one short abseil
and it is usually easy to avoid swimming. The camigpleasant but not particularly spectacular.
Access is quite easy making it a short day.

Entry

Drive about 2.8km past the Mt Wilson turn off onlIBe.ine of Rd, and park at the start of a fire
trail (not marked on the map) just after the sabetyrier ends at MGA505864. Walk along the fire
trail for about 50m, and look for a track to thé& own the ridge. Follow this down to the creek.
The canyon starts around MGA502856.

Notes

There is a short canyoniferous section, with a ddepool that can be avoided. After a bit of a
creek bash, the main canyon starts with a 4m owerfabseil from slings around a rock, or 9m

from a tree on the left. This finishes on a ledgg] you can either swim or sidle the pool. Some
more canyon sections follow, one with a potentisdpdof about 3m. Depending on the log

situation you may be able to descend this direGtherwise scramble on the right, or alternatively
handline or abseil it. The end of the canyon ished with an 8m waterfall.

By traversing right you can continue along theflatié to ledges with excellent views of the Grose
Valley.
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Exit

From the final waterfall, the exit track heads aptte right, to the cliffline. Traverse under thif c
line until it ends and up on to the ridge. Folldwe ridge back to where you can get up through the
cliffs. Join up with the fire trail on Jinki Ridged back to the car.

Comments

A nice canyon, and an excellent creek, with a Hdirof variety. It only has a couple of dark
sections. An easy canyon to do.

You can usually avoid swimming, and there are amlg or two wades to chest deep. Most parties
should be able to do without wetsuits.

Jungaburra Canyon

Difficulty: EM

Quality: 1/10

Time: A short day

Wetsuits: No

Date last checked2009-10-16

Jungaburra Brook is a pleasant creek, but baregngon. It consists of two very short sections of
canyon separated by a reasonable section of craking.

Entry

Drive just past Watertrough Hill on Bells Line ob&1 and park at the open area on the left. Walk
through a gate on a fire trail that heads ESE, thasfirst turn off to the right, and take the seto
turn off to the right that leads down the obvioigge. Near the bottom of the ridge drop off to the
left and into the creek.

Notes

It is a short walk to the first short section ofigan. A short swim through a deep pool near the end
of this section can be avoided by a tricky climbuard on the right.

There is a pleasant creek walk to the lower seatforanyon. It looks quite impressive, but ends
very quickly. There is a drop of about 4m that bamegotiated with a hand over hand or abseil on
either the left or the right, though anchor porritse by are difficult to find. A longer rope mag b
advisable. There are no swims, and probably nat ewsade.

Exit
There are a variety of options for exiting. Congérdown to the creek at GDA482859.

One is to climb up this creek, heading up to thfflinke, and climbing out on to the narrow ridge
on the right. This ridge can be followed back toagk at GDA487871, which can be taken back to
the road.

Another is to continue around under the cliffstte Colliery. From there you can walk up the road,
or up Kamarah Gully. There is a waterfall in Kanazully, and you will need to climb out on the
left or right before this.
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Comments

Many parties miss the upper section of canyon, whias a tricky climb around to avoid a deep
pool. There is one short drop, which is easiestftseil, but can be hand-over-handed. There are
some shallow wades at normal water levels.

Koombanda Canyon

Difficulty: EM

Quality: 4/10

Time: A short day

Wetsuits: Optional

Date last checked2005-10-01

Koombanda Canyon is a short pleasant canyon flowirtg the Grose River from the north near
Bell. It features a couple of short abseils andugpte of chilly swims.

Entry

Heading west on Bells Line of Road, pull off left a fire trail just before the road crosses the
railway line. This is not marked on the map, bulofes the rail line. Follow this for about 1.7km
and park in a clearing. Contour around the hile(ff985 point on the map) keeping north of the
major tributary, and drop in to the tributary th@ihs the main creek at MGA473872 (Mt Wilson).
There is plenty of scrub getting into the trib. IBal the trib down to the main creek and walk
down a gully just to the left of the drop (theree ampes in a tree to the right, but quite
unnecessary). Head down the creek for several bdrdetres to the start of the canyon.

Notes

The first abseil is only about 5m, and then thera iswim of about 20m. The second abseil is
shortly after. This is about 15m from a very lofigg from a tree high up on the right hand side
into a deep dark cleft. You finish in waist deegevaOther anchors are possible. The final abseil
is only about 3m, followed by a 15m swim. This gaabably be jumped if you check for rocks.

Exit

Continue down the creek until you reach a bridge¢he old colliery. Follow the road back up the
hill, and turn right just before you cross the taik to head back to your car. If you had a second
car you could drop it at the colliery if you wantedsave the walk.

Alternatively you can head up Kamarah Gully and@miKoombanda Ridge, and thence back to the
road. If you take this exit, you could leave a setoar on the Bell Rd.

Dargans Creek Canyon
Difficulty: E

Quality: 6/10

Time: A few hours

Wetsuits: Recommended
Date last checked2010-01-04

Dargans Creek Canyon is a very good canyon in theefice area which can be done without
abseiling. It is quite long and dark and has aeregting exit up spikes in a tree.
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Entry

Driving west along Bells Line of Road, turn lefsjibefore the road goes over the railway bridge
between Bell and Clarence. Drive along the dirtirangside the railway until you reach a locked
gate after about 600m. Turn left, and then rigleradbout 100m. Follow this road for another
900m until you reach a large clearing. Park here.

Follow the track east over and down the hill to timétom carpark, and then turn right on a rutted
out 4wd track down to the dam. Just before youhréhe dam look for a faint track on your right
that leads to an old set of iron steps. These d@adtly down to a large rock amphitheatre and the
creek itself.

If you can't find them, scramble down into the drgek bed below the dam and follow it through
the climbing area to the right. Below the climbiagea you should find yourself in the same
amphitheatre.

Notes

Follow the creek downstream. The creek slowly tatesa canyoniferous look. Sometimes the
walking is easier in the creek, but mostly therd e a track on the bank. After some way, the
creek drops into a canyon. There are a few climiyndo but they are not particularly difficult.
There are no abseils, but wetsuits are usefulere thre a few short swims. As the canyon begins
to open out, you will see a small waterfall comindrom the right. There may be a rope hanging
down and/or a log to climb up.

Exit

The exit first goes up the waterfall. There is Ulsua handline hanging down or a log that can be
climbed. If there is neither then you may needital fa log and get someone up to the top. A
handline is then useful to get the rest up. Onabthe waterfall there is a tree with spikes that
leads up to the next ledge. The ledge is somewtmdsed, although there are currently ropes to
hang on to. From there a track heads first west) thp to the top of the ridge. It then turns into a
4wd track which leads back to the clearing whene yarked.

If you have beginners in the group you may warliglay them up the waterfall or spiked tree. The
results of a fall, particularly from the tree oetledge that it leads to, can be nasty.

It is also possible to reverse the canyon, or totinae down the main creek. The latter option
needs a long car shuffle.

Comments

Dargans Creek is an excellent introductory cany®rit &as a reasonably sustained constriction,
although it is not especially deep, nor is the whzdnyon very long. The exit can be a little tricky
although not if everyone is confident. The dam rsak® excellent swimming spot, and if it is a hot
day you will probably find that most of the trafiic the car park is for swimming, not canyoning.
The wall on the far side of the dam makes intemgstilimbing, and the results of a fall are
generally just a loud splash. We took the wrongksafrom the car park and ended up at the top
dam. We swam down from there - about 500m - tobthtéom dam. There are quite a number of
good spots to climb up and jump in.
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CARMARTHEN LABYRINTH

The Carmarthen Labyrinth is one of the most spetaa@reas for canyons, boasting the classics of
Claustral, Ranon and Thunder Canyons, all joinmdhunder Gorge. They all feature long, deep
and dark constrictions, and their proximity to Mobrilah means they are wetter than most.
Claustral is the most popular of the three as #@sdoot require a car shuffle. The lesser known
Burumin Canyon (Explorers Brook) and King George®dk Canyon also have long canyon
sections.

Claustral Canyon
Difficulty: M

Quality: 10/10

Time: A long day

Wetsuits: Recommended
Date last checked2012-01-02

Claustral Canyon is one of the most impressive aasyaround. Three abseils through the dark
Black Hole of Calcutta are followed by 700m of highality canyon.

It was discovered by SUBW parties in the early X960t the waterfalls were first descended by a
Kameruka Bushwalking Club party in 1963, after piga bolt on the blocked up keyhole.

Entry

As of early September 2010, the old entry and exibute into Claustral Canyon is no longer
available as it crosses private property.

The NPWS requests that canyoners use the entry raaithat starts from Bells Line of Road on
the SW side of Mt Bell, via the gully that runs ina SSE direction roughly S of Mt Bell. This is
only suitable for experienced canyoners already faitiar with the previous route. The NPWS
also requests that canyoners returning from the Caels Hump use the old track across the
Camels Saddle to the minor saddle, and down into @listral Brook. The notes below describe
these routes.

Drive west along Bells Line of Road and park atigé pull in area on the left at MGA583847,
just after the road swings sharply right just pdsBell. Walk back to the corner and try and pick
up a track heading SSE and into the gully at MG/AR%8 Follow this gully down to Claustral
Brook. Note that the track crosses the top of asimasock outcrop about 100m from the road, and
is hard to pick up until you are on the other sifl@.

Turn right and walk down the creek to the canyon.

Notes

There is a climb down or jump in (only if the watsrvery high) of about 4m with a swim. Not
long after is another short (2m) jump in, and aapgwim.

Then you reach the abseils. A short scramble Idads to the first of these, 10m, through a hole.
There is a convenient ledge to unclip on - a 17peneaches this. After a swim across the pool,
the second abseil follows, also 10m, from a rinty bp high on the right. The first two abseils can
be combined with a 50m rope, but the pulldown meylifficult. The third (about 15m) also goes
through a hole (the Keyhole, unless the hole isk#d, in which case you have to swim across the
pool and go over the top). All of the abseils hladges that you can detach the rope from before
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getting wet. A short swim follows, and then a watlepugh a deep dark section, to the junction
with Ranon Brook.

700m of high quality canyon brings you to the Them@orge junction. If you have time it is
worth visiting Thunder Canyon from the bottom.

The creek opens out for about 500m before narroagain. There are some tricky climb downs in
the next section. There are also two longer climlwrts of about 5m each, which usually have
fixed ropes in place. The first climb down you wablile better off abseiling. The second is easier,
but is dangerous in high water, and should be kaken the right hand side in those conditions. In
between the climb downs is the Tunnel Swim, whiah sometimes be a wade, but is usually a
long cold swim up to 50m through a dark tunnel.

About 50m past the second climb down, Rainbow Raisra reasonably obvious sloping waterfall
that comes in on your left, as the creek bends.rigHurther 50m past this there is a final 20m
swim to the exit gully. Many parties miss this exitd end up being benighted in the canyon, so be
careful.

Exit

Scramble up the exit gully for about 20m and thremdrse left under the cliff to Rainbow Ravine.
Head up Rainbow Ravine. There are a few trickyrabtas, and some wades (for those who carry
dry socks or shoes).

Where the gully splits higher up, head to the laftthe top there are two more tricky scrambles,

the first up a log. The second can be made easstdpping to the right and using the side of a
good handhold for the left hand. It is possibl@toid these top scrambles by traversing around to
the next gully to the right.

From there follow the obvious track up to the Camtéump. Head down and right to the Camels
Saddle, ignoring tracks off to the left, and thegm a short way to the next minor saddle at
MGA597834. Turn left here, and follow the trackegiy downhill until you reach the creek.

A track can be followed alongside the creek for somay. There are a couple of canyon-like
sections in here. There are two deep wades or shams shortly before you reach the gully that
you entered by.

Head up this gully and back to the car via theedhat you came in.

Comments

An excellent canyon, or series of canyon sectidhe. part between Ranon Brook and Thunder is
absolutely superb, similar to Rocky Creek. Thera isignificant amount of scrambling in the

canyon, and out the exit, which should not be uestenated. Keep this in mind if you are taking

beginners.

The exit is also quite long. It is likely to takeost parties between 3 and 4 hours from near
Rainbow Ravine back to their car.

If you have a large group it is wise to bring thmepes of appropriate lengths and send an
experienced abseiler down to rig them all. Othesvii€an be quite cold waiting between abseils.
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Ranon Canyon

Difficulty: M

Quality: 10/10

Time: A long day

Wetsuits: Recommended
Date last checked2013-01-04

Ranon Canyon is an excellent trip, as it sharesesointhe best parts of Claustral Canyon and also
of Thunder Gorge. It can be a good way of avoidiame of the congestion of Claustral, although
it is a longer day.

It was first descended by a Kameruka BushwalkingbQarty consisting of Barry Dunnett and
Dave Lambert in 1962.

Entry

As of early September 2010, the old exit route fdRanon Canyon is no longer available as it
crosses private property. The NPWS requests that ogoners use the exit route as described
for Claustral Canyon. When returning from the Camels Hump use the old track across the
Camels Saddle to the minor saddle, and down into &ustral Brook. The notes below describe
this route. This is only suitable for experienced anyoners. It is also strongly recommended
that canyoners have entered Claustral via the newoute before attempting to use it as an
exit.

There are a couple of ways of entering Ranon Carfggher way, leave a car at the Claustral car
park at MGA583847 just past Mt Bell.

The shorter way is via Mistake Ravine (this is "BarCanyon” in the Jamieson guide). Walk
600m west from the car along Bells Line of Rd to M838850 to a grassy open area just past the
top of the hill. Walk down the scrubby ridge to tB#/. Scramble into the creek at MGA578847. A
short way down the creek there are three shortsdibipese can be abseiled, handlined or climbed.
Then there is a reasonable section of canyon tquti@ion with Ranon Brook. The creek walk is
nice and flat, with very green ferns lining the lwabut the canyon is fairly open.

The longer way is to enter Ranon Brook higher s (is "Ranon Brook Canyon" in the Jamieson
guide). It is quite nice, but rather than a segacanyon, | would view it simply as a different way
into the system. | wouldn't bother doing it as ayom in it's own right. Walk or drive west for 2km
along Bells Line of Rd to just N of the 888 poiahd head down the ridge to the ESE aiming to
drop into the creek near the junction at MGA5798Bere is a short canyon section just before
the junction with Mistake Ravine. It starts witt9m abseil, then a 5m abseil or hand line, a 15m
drop in a couple of stages, and a 4m jump, climbrdor abseil. There are a couple of other tricky
climb downs. There are pools after most of the iédsbut they can be avoided with some
difficulty if you want to keep your top half dry.

Notes

From the junction of Mistake Ravine and Ranon Brdbkre is a bit of walking to the first abseil,
about 6m into a waist deep pool. Then follows artskection of canyon, another short drop, and
then another abseil. This is about 6m, and théHagused to be there is now gone. The abseils are
both a bit awkward - overhung with chockstoness H bit further to the main drop. There are two
primary ways to get down.
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The first is to traverse along ledges to the righsome slings from a tree. This is quite a long
direct drop - about 30m. A full 60m rope shouldateaut | wouldn't advise shorter.

More exciting is to scramble down logs into a cauverthe left. There are two abseils, going down
four waterfalls, with pools after the first and rthi The first is a 15m abseil from a large

chockstone, down the first two sections of thesftdl another chamber. Finally a 20m abseil down
another two sections, also from a large chockst@unth of these abseils involve a short swim
across the pool between the falls.

Either way brings you out into Claustral Brook, ab&00m downstream from the Black Hole of
Calcutta.

700m of high quality canyon brings you to the ThenGorge junction. If you have time it is
worth visiting Thunder Canyon from the bottom.

The creek opens out for about 500m before narroagajn. There are some tricky climb downs in

the next section. There are also two longer climtwres of about 5m each, which usually have

fixed ropes in place. The first climb down you wablile better off abseiling. The second is easier,
but is dangerous in high water, and should be Eaken the right hand side in those conditions. In
between the climb downs is the Tunnel Swim, whiah sometimes be a wade, but is usually a
long cold swim up to 50m through a dark tunnel.

About 50m past the second climb down, Rainbow Raisra reasonably obvious sloping waterfall
that comes in on your left, as the creek bendd.rigtfurther 50m past this there is a final 20m
swim to the exit gully. Many parties miss this exitd end up being benighted in the canyon, so be
careful.

Exit

Scramble up the exit gully for about 20m and thremdrse left under the cliff to Rainbow Ravine.
Head up Rainbow Ravine. There are a few trickyrabfas, and some wades (for those who carry
dry socks or shoes).

Where the gully splits higher up, head to the laftthe top there are two more tricky scrambles,
the first up a log. The second can be made easstdpping to the right and using the side of a
good handhold for the left hand. It is possibleatwid the top scrambles by traversing around to
the next gully to the right.

From there follow the obvious track up to the Carnélump. Head down and right to the Camels
Saddle, ignoring tracks off to the left, and thgm ai short way to the next minor saddle at
MGA597834. Turn left here, and follow the track egily downhill until you reach Claustral
Brook.

A track can be followed alongside the creek for samay. Continue downstream past the junction
with Dismal Dingle. There are a couple of canydeIsections in here. There are two deep wades
or short swims shortly before you reach the exitygan the right at MGA589837.

Scramble up this gully and try and pick up a tritkt leads NNW back to the road at the sharp
corner at MGA585846. Walk back along the road toryaar.
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Comments

A very nice way into the Claustral system. The naigeil down the falls is spectacular, although
the upper sections are intermittent. The creek vgalice, but it is not a great canyon until yoti ge
below the main abseil.

The part between Ranon Brook and Thunder is alsdplatiperb, similar to Rocky Creek. There is
a significant amount of scrambling in the canyond aout the exit, which should not be
underestimated. Keep this in mind if you are taltieginners.

There are a few short swims in Ranon itself, buy @t the final set of abseils. There can be
several longer swims in Claustral.

The exit is also quite long. It is likely to takeost parties between 3 and 4 hours from near
Rainbow Ravine back to their car.

Thunder Canyon
Difficulty: M

Quality: 8/10

Time: One day

Wetsuits: Recommended
Date last checked2003-01-17

Thunder Canyon was the first of the impressive Gatinen canyons to be discovered. It was first
descended in 1960 by an SUBW party of Colin Olon@erry O'Byrne and Dick Donaghey, as
part of a trip from Mt Charles on the Bell Road.teura. The discovery gave a major boost to the
exploration of sandstone canyons in the Blue Mdnsta

Thunder Canyon these days tends to be overshadbyéd tributaries Claustral and Ranon as
access is more difficult, and the best parts ofttigyon can be visited from the bottom.

Entry

As of early September 2010, the old exit route foFhunder Canyon is no longer available as
it crosses private property. The NPWS requests thatanyoners use the exit route as
described for Claustral Canyon. When returning from the Camels Hump use the old track
across the Camels Saddle to the minor saddle, andwin into Claustral Brook. The notes
below describe this route. This is only suitable foexperienced canyoners. It is also strongly
recommended that canyoners have entered Claustralasthe new route before attempting to
use it as an exit.

Leave a car at the Claustral car park at MGA58384Fpast Mt Bell. Walk (or drive) 2.5km west
along Bells Line of Rd to Mt Charles. If you arevitig, there is a an open area on the right hand
side just after the top of the hill to park at. Wdbwn Lightning Ridge to where it starts to drop
steeply. We headed south a little early and engedaing some hairy scrambling down ledges
with a final handline into the creek at MGA584826little further east looks like an easy abseil
followed by an easy slope into the creek. This lmayvhat Jamieson recommends.

Alternatively, David Noble's guide recommends diiagpinto the creek further upstream. Given
the amount of scrub at the bottom of the ridges thaty be worth investigating.
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Notes

There is about 300m to the start of the canyonrd hee a few options for the abseils. We did 20m
from a tree down the falls to the left, and then @wwn the next section. Alternatively you could
scramble down to the right and do about 20m franea

There is a very good section of high narrow canfrom here to the Claustral junction, about
300m long.

The creek opens out for about 500m before narroagajn. There are some tricky climb downs in
the next section. There are also two longer climlwrts of about 5m each, which usually have
fixed ropes in place. The first climb down you wablile better off abseiling. The second is easier,
but is dangerous in high water, and should be Eaken the right hand side in those conditions. In
between the climb downs is the Tunnel Swim, whiah sometimes be a wade, but is usually a
long cold swim up to 50m through a dark tunnel.

About 50m past the second climb down, Rainbow Raisra reasonably obvious sloping waterfall
that comes in on your left, as the creek bendd.rigHurther 50m past this there is a final 20m
swim to the exit gully. Many parties miss this exitd end up being benighted in the canyon, so be
careful.

Exit

Scramble up the exit gully for about 20m and thremdrse left under the cliff to Rainbow Ravine.
Head up Rainbow Ravine. There are a few trickyrabtas, and some wades (for those who carry
dry socks or shoes).

Where the gully splits higher up, head to the laftthe top there are two more tricky scrambles,
the first up a log. The second can be made easstdpping to the right and using the side of a
good handhold for the left hand. It is possibleatwid the top scrambles by traversing around to
the next gully to the right.

From there follow the obvious track up to the Carndélump. Head down and right to the Camels
Saddle, ignoring tracks off to the left, and them a short way to the next minor saddle at
MGA597834. Turn left here, and follow the track egily downhill until you reach Claustral
Brook.

A track can be followed alongside the creek for samay. Continue downstream past the junction
with Dismal Dingle. There are a couple of canydeIsections in here. There are two deep wades
or short swims shortly before you reach the exitygqen the right at MGA589837.

Scramble up this gully and try and pick up a tritkt leads NNW back to the road at the sharp
corner at MGA585846. Walk back along the road toryaar.

Comments

The canyon is very good but also very short gives walk in. It is probably worth going up
Claustral some way to have a look at the main carsgation there.

There are only one or two short swims in Thundéer€ are about three longer swims in Thunder
Gorge below the Claustral junction.

The exit is also quite long. It is likely to takeost parties between 3 and 4 hours from near
Rainbow Ravine back to their car.
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SOUTH GROSE

The South Grose region sports a variety of canyfnosn the short but spectacular Mt Hay
Canyon, to the long, impressive Grand Canyon, dsasepretty creeks but less exciting canyons
such as Crayfish Creek Canyon. Most of the Soutis&Canyons are wet, though not all require
swimming. The Grand Canyon is the pick of the caisym the area for quality. Other good
canyons include Arethusa Canyon, Fortress CanydrivirHay Canyon.

Fortress Canyon
Difficulty: E

Quality: 5/10

Time: A short day

Wetsuits: Recommended
Date last checked2010-12-31

Fortress Canyon is a nice canyon, though not pdatiy deep or dark. It is best visited in warm
weather as there are a number of long swims. Thehlwspot at the end of the canyon is a
highlight, looking across to Lockley Pylon at tlop tof the cliffs above Govett Gorge. The walk
out also has superb views.

Entry

Driving west along the Great Western Highway, téike main exit to Leura. Turn right at the
roundabout, and then right at the first street.cHéawn the hill and turn left at the roundabout.
The road does a couple of sharp bends after 700thpacomes unsealed. Continue for another
6km to a parking area at MGA555726. Park your eseh

Walk west along the fire trail. Ignore a turn aff the left after 600m. At a clearing after 1.5km,
continue past an overgrown fire trail and on toat ftrack. At the top of the ridge after about
500m, turn right on to a track that leads downridlge to the NE, and follow this down to the
creek at MGA554746. Follow the creek downstreaneriwally you need to start wading, and this
is probably a good spot to put wetsuits on if yoaiasing them.

Notes
There are a number of sections of canyon. The Vigsy short section starts with a short climb
down or careful jump, and a 20m swim at about MG3&&/.

After opening out for some distance, the secondimsecstarts with a 2m jump at around
MGA546750, and several swims.

The abseil is shortly into a third section of camy®his is about 6m. It can be jumped, but the
depth is usually only about 2m, and there are rtitisneed to be avoided.

There more swimming to the end of the canyon. past the end of the canyon, Fortress Creek
goes over the cliff into Govett Gorge in a 70m wfaé which is a spectacular spot to have lunch.
Exit

Head back from the edge of the cliff about 50m lmad for a track up the gully to the south west.

This leads up to the Fortress, and then back dfangess Ridge until you rejoin the fire trail you
started in on.
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Comments
A 20m rope is sufficient for the abseil. Wetsuits advisable for most parties.

Mt Hay Canyon

Difficulty: MH

Quality: 6/10

Time: One day (more if exiting via Blue Gum Forest)
Wetsuits: Recommended

Date last checked2011-02-06

Mt Hay Canyon, often known as Butterbox Canyonaishort but spectacular canyon on the
southern edge of the Grose Valley. The main drofuise awesome, and can be difficult and
dangerous in high water, but the main constricéads soon afterwards. Most parties exit via a
short but exposed rock climbing pass that was @omald (and possibly discovered), by Tom
Williams in 1977.

The canyon was first descended by a party fronByaney Technical College Bushwalking Club
(now UNSW Outdoors Club) in 1954. Early partiescuse exit via the Blue Gum Forest and the
Lockley Pylon track, making for a long day. Untiktearly 1960s it was a particularly long day as
the fire trail to Mt Hay was only put in around the

Entry

Drive to the end of the Mt Hay Rd at MGA590758 (#@hnba). Locate the track that leaves the car
park and follow it down to the west into the snmakek. Cross the swamp and skirt around the
cliffline until you can easily climb down a 3m cem A fixed rope may be in place. Continue
down to the creek. There are 4 short drops up to it6the creek itself. The second (2m) can be
combined with the first, or scrambled on the rigftie fourth can also be scrambled around to the
right.

Once in the main creek (Rocky Points Creek), tliei@ bit of scrambling and one place where a
rope can be used to hand over hand or abseilaftesthis a 20m swim marks the beginning of the
canyon.

Notes

Not far after the swim, the first drop is about ¢m a tree on the right, or jump into the pool
(check depth). Scramble down boulders to the maip.drhe main drop can be done in two stages
- the first about 20m from ring bolts to a largeckstone, and then another 20m from bolts above
the chockstone to the bottom. The first person dskould be a good abseiler, as getting on to the
chockstone can be difficult. It is useful to hawe tropes so that not everyone needs to crowd onto
the chockstone. You should clip on while you ar@t@chockstone. The second pitch can be done
either behind or in front of the chockstone, thobghind can be tricky in high water.

Then there is an abseil/downclimb of about 4mpfed by a 2m jump, and then the canyon opens
out. The next drop looks high, but can be scrambledhe left via a series of ledges. There are
also slings on the right. There is another cougléiundred metres of scrambling and boulder

hopping, before a final 12m abseil from eitherldfeor the right of the waterfall.

Exit
There are several options for exiting.
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The non-climbing exit involves following the credkwn to the Grose River, walking upstream on
the Grose to the Blue Gum Forest, and then up trekley Pylon Track back to the Pinnacles.
Then there is a road walk back to the car.

Alternatively, there are a number of climbing exthe most commonly used one is as follows.

Follow the cliff line around to the right on a tkacThis climbs steeply up a gully, down a little,

then more gradually up passing a couple of ledgetd, you can get up to a wide ledge. Follow the
ledge back to the right (exposed), through a cavéhe start of the climb. The climb has 5 fixed
hangers and a ring bolt in about 8m of climbingisseery well protected. It is around grade 10, so
while not too hard, the holds are dusty and clirgbiithout proper shoes is tricky. It is also quite
exposed.

At the top, head around to the right to a steefyghht leads to a saddle. There is an excellent
lookout to the right. Otherwise head left and falithe track up until you can find your way back
to the car.

Grand Canyon

Difficulty: EM

Quality: 9/10

Time: A few hours

Wetsuits: Optional

Date last checked2012-11-04

The Grand Canyon is a beautiful canyon, with a Jaagstained constriction. It is very popular
because of its easy access. It was one of thecfirsfons to be visited by Europeans. The track
along the rim was built in 1906 and opened in 1907.

It is a good day when combined with Jugglers Canyu can aim to stay relatively dry (one
compulsory 30m swim) or otherwise take wetsuits.

Entry

Turn on to Evans Lookout Road and park at the agk for Neates Glen, after about 3km. Follow
the track down the hill and into the creek. Aftbpat 1.5km the track goes through a tunnel. A few
hundred metres further on the canyon starts.

If you are coming from Jugglers Canyon, avoid tileher Track and continue up the main Grand
Canyon track for about 15 minutes.

Either way, a large set of bolts and chains marksentry point to the canyon.

Notes

About 50m downstream from the first main falls irtee canyon the NPWS has installed a
bombproof anchor with three bolts and two ringse @bseil is about 17m and somewhat overhung
at the edge. Once in the canyon, good route findimdya bit of scrambling can help you avoid all
but the last 30m swim. The scrambling can be quiitky, and some people will probably get wet.
The rest of the canyon is no more than waist d&hp.30m swim is just after a sharp right hand
bend, near the end of the canyon.
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Exit

The exit is relatively obvious. You reach a woodén with directions to Neates Glen and Evans
Lookout, just before a side creek comes in fromright. Either follow the main track back to
Neates Glen and the car, or if you have come frogglérs Canyon, immediately after you cross
the side creek, the Pilcher Track (very faint) rseapl to the right.

Comments

The tree mentioned as the abseil anchor in Jamggaide fell down a number of years ago. The
abseil is now 17m.

Jugglers Canyon

Difficulty: EM

Quality: 4/10

Time: A few hours

Wetsuits: No

Date last checked2012-11-04

Jugglers Canyon is a short but pleasant canyon theaGrand Canyon at Medlow Bath. The
canyon itself is not of great quality, but it istiiad. Look back up after you finish the final abse
The walls there are very high and spectacular. ilyitke walks in and out are pretty short too.
There are no swims, so it can be done in winter.

It is definitely worth doing the Grand Canyon adiwiéyou are up for the swim. Even doing both
of them is a relatively short day.

It was discovered in 1993 by a SUBW party congigtihStephen Bray, Louise De Beuzeville (the
juggler) and Justin Blows.

Entry
Driving along the Great Western Highway, turn righthe lights on the railway bridge at Medlow
Bath. Turn left into Rutland Rd, about 1km furtloer. If you reset your trip meter here, then:

1. Stayright at 2.4km as you pass a sealed roadeolefth

2. Veer left at 3.4km at the airport

3. Turn left at 4.2km onto a narrow track - at a tgalar metal sign pointing to electricity
tower No 20

4, Park at 4.4km at a fork in the track

The Pilcher Track is the one that heads off toritjet. Follow this for several hundred metres as it
passes under power lines and becomes a single #dtelx about 300m further, you will see a
large live tree with a couple of holes burnt by fin the trunk. Turn right here onto a faint track,
which leads you down to the creek. Note that befioecturn off there are a couple of false tracks,
including one at a large dead black stump with ke Inear the top, that should be ignored. These
cross a hanging swamp.
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Notes

A vague track follows one side or the other of ¢heek for most of the way to the main abseils. A
4m waterfall is reached early on, and can be sdeinbhand-over-handed or abseiled (12m from
the anchor). More creek walking follows before ta@yon section near the end.

First is a 9m drop into a pool, from a sling aroankligh branch. Veer right (facing downstream) at
the bottom on to narrow ledges if you want to awsatling/swimming. Next is a 5m drop down a
waterfall (9m from the anchor), or 8m from a treetbe left. Then there is a climb down or abseil
of about 4m under a big log wedged in the creele flial abseil is about 20m, from a small tree
along ledges to the left. It has a very awkwardt sfdternatively, continue down a couple of short
drops in the creek and do a 12m abseil down thervedit again veering right at the bottom to stay
dry. There is also an option for the last abseiifra ledge high on the right.

Exit

Walk down the creek for about 100m to Greaves Cr€efiss Greaves Creek and scramble up the
other side until you get on the tourist track. Tleft and follow the track upstream. Avoid a
turnoff to Evans Lookout, and continue towards Medblen, criss-crossing the main creek several
times. Immediately after crossing a small side kerngmu will find more signs to Neates Glen and
Evans Lookout. This is the end of the main canyectisn of the Grand Canyon. The Pilcher
Track (fairly faint) starts immediately back acrdke side creek from the signpost, just under the
power lines. If you are ascending a steep serigagepk on the Grand Canyon track you've gone too
far. The Pilcher Track zigzags steeply up the loii#f crossing a section of landslip near the
bottom. There are a few false leads in place, whéits the minor clifflines. Once through the
clifflines, there is a short side track out to aodolookout high above Greaves Creek and
Beauchamp Falls. The track then continues up thgerithen up the side of the gully (Jugglers)
that you have just descended, and back to your car.

Comments

The Pilcher Track is not correctly marked on thepmEhe fire trail marked on the map in fact
forks about 200m down (this is where you park), hadds at about 45 degrees towards the power
lines. Once under the power lines, it turns geheradrth, running closer to the creek than the one
marked. Another track also leaves from Electriditwer 20, heading ENE directly down to the
Pilcher Track.

Hat Hill Canyon

Difficulty: E

Quality: 7/10

Time: A short day

Wetsuits: Optional

Date last checked2010-12-30

Hat Hill Canyon is a good canyon in Hat Hill Cre@larth of Blackheath. It has been known for

many years. Up until mid 2008 the Blackheath Sewagstment Plant was releasing treated
effluent into the creek, so the canyon was notnoftene. The closure of the plant should increase
the water quality in the creek.

Hat Hill Canyon consists of three distinct sectioseparated by pleasant creek walking. No abseils
are required, though there are a few short swims.
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Entry

Drive along Hat Hill Road to where it becomes dard turn left in to Godson Ave, just next to Mt
Booralee. Turn right at the intersection at MGASD®'and park in the first pull in bay on the left.
About 10m past this, walk down a fire trail on thé. Ignore a foot track to the left at a cairteaf
150m - this leads to the climbing area of Atlaimiishe upper part of the creek. Continue down the
fire trail until it peters out at a burnt out cand then keep walking down the ridge and into the
creek.

Follow the creek down to where the first section caihyon starts at the creek junction at
MGA512783.

Notes

The first section of canyon is impressive, but shemding shortly after the junction with the next
side creek on the right. There is a short swim somie wading. The side creek also has a short
section of canyon.

The second section of canyon begins around MGASA.3TBere is a short, awkward drop into a
deep dark section with some swimming. The canyaticse ends a little way before the major
tributary on the left. This tributary has some aamyn it as well.

The third and most impressive section begins airatdMGA513795 and continues intermittently
to where the creek opens out at MGA513801. Themsoise wading to about waist deep. The
major side tributary on the right has a double anctihe rock at the waterfall, and is well worth a
look.

Exit

To exit, retrace your steps back through the loseetion of canyon, and exit up either the gully to
the north at MGA514795, or to the south east atctieek junction at MGA513793. Walk up to
Bald Head Ridge and back along the track that gwes Hat Hill to the road. It is about 1.5km
back along roads to your car.

It is also possible to abseil Hat Hill Falls andcknd to the Grose. However, this would make the
trip into a longish day for little extra gain. Tleis also a little known tricky pass, Lews Pass,
which bypasses Hat Hill Falls on the left.

Comments
Hat Hill Canyon is well worth a visit. The lowermstriction is of high quality, and access is easy.

Crayfish Creek Canyon
Difficulty: E

Quality: 3/10

Time: A short day

Wetsuits: No

Date last checked2009-03-28

Crayfish Creek lies off Burramoko Ridge north o&8kheath. It has a very short but pretty section
of canyon, and is otherwise a pleasant creek waltan typically be done with no more than a
couple of waist deep wades.
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Entry

Drive through Blackheath and turn right into RidgdwRd, which is the second street after Hat
Hill Rd (Perrys Lookdown). Ridgewell Rd immediatddgcomes dirt, but can be driven along for
2.xkm to a locked gate.

Park here and walk along the fire trail to GDA5037fist before Burramoko Hill, and head west
down the ridge, and then NW into the creek at teelcjunction.

Notes

The short canyon section starts at GDA497798. Tameno abseils or swims, though a waist deep
wade needs to be negotiated.

Exit

The canyon soon opens out and it is pleasant onemking from here to the side gully at
GDA502804. Head up this, then up the first gullytba left. An awkward scramble is needed to
get up over chockstones, then climb out on to ithgeerand follow it east to the road.

Alternatively, the canyon can be reversed and déneesridge taken out as you walked in on.

JAMISON VALLEY

Empress Canyon is the only well-known canyon ongbeth side of the main Blue Mountains
ridge. Given its quality, it is perhaps surprisihgt there are no others. There are certainly a few
short slots, and some of these can be seen frokswath as the National Pass (Den Fenella for
example) and Prince Henry Cliff Walk.

Empress Canyon
Difficulty: E

Quality: 6/10

Time: A few hours

Wetsuits: Recommended
Date last checked2010-03-21

Empress Canyon is a short but very impressive aarigioValley-of-the-Waters Creek near
Wentworth Falls. It is very popular, particularlyititvcommercial groups, due to its easy access,
sustained constriction, and number of jumps andnswit finishes with a spectacular 30m abseil
down a large waterfall into a pool in front of toarists.

Entry

From the Conservation Hut at Wentworth Falls, falline National Pass track, and signs to Valley
of the Waters. At a T-junction just below a fewssef steep metal stairs, a sign to the National
Pass track points left and a sign to the NatureKrmoints right. Head along the Nature Track,

which follows along side the creek on the rightn@uue past Lilians Bridge (where you can look

down into the canyon) staying on the right untiuyeach a ford across Valley of the Waters
Creek. This is the start of the canyon. Thereds ah upper section that is worth having a look at
some time.
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Notes

The canyon narrows immediately. There are a numbteicky climb downs and an optional jump.
If you have less confident people in your group yoay wish to use a handline. There are also
quite a number of short but cold swims. The cangajuite short, and after about half an hour you
find yourself at the top of the abseil.

There are chains on both sides, as well as clgoints for safety. Both sides have overhung starts.
The left side is typically a little easier as itedonot go straight down the waterfall. The leftesid
drops 15m or more to some slippery ledges, or 28the pool at the bottom. The right side has
drops 28m straight down the waterfall to a podhatbottom.

Exit
Follow the track up to where it rejoins the entgck and from there back to the carpark.

Comments

A short but attractive little canyon with very eaagcess. A good beginner's trip, although the
abseil is overhung from whichever side you staretdlfits may be useful, particularly if your party
is large or inexperienced. A fast moving party amaam day can probably make do without.

KANANGRA

The Kanangra canyons are quite a different expegidrom the canyons of the northern Blue
Mountains. The rock is typically quartzite and tethrocks, rather than sandstone, and the rocks
are significantly more slippery as a result. Théerfalls are much bigger, the exposure is greater,
and the canyons are more open. In most cases th@rm do not have a true slot, although
Kanangra and Danae Brook do have slot sectionsmeDell is a relatively easy canyon, and
popular as it doesn’t require swimming.

Davies Canyon
Difficulty: H
Quality: NA
Time: Two days

Wetsuits: Not required
Date last checked2002-12-26

Davies Canyon lies in Sally Camp Creek upstreamfits junction from Whalania Creek. It is
more of a bushwalk with abseiling, through an inspiee gorge. Like most of the Kanangra
canyons, route finding often involves moving abonitscree slopes above large drops.

Entry

Park at the locked gate at the start of the faé bretween King Pin and Queen Pin (AMG286398)
on the Kanangra Road. Walk along the fire trailbwrat Trig. Head down Thurat Ridge. There is
a track that follows the ridge but it is difficutt pick up. At about AMG329415 head N then NW
down the spur to reach Sally Camp Creek. The castamts shortly after.

Alternatively you can walk in from the Whalaniaé-iRoad and Nioka Ridge.
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Notes

A few hundred metres after the canyon begins yastrahe first abseil. We abseiled 50m down
the right hand side of the falls, from an exposadaw nose of rock that juts out. This can be done
in two 25m stages if desired. Alternatively thererevalso slings around a tree on a slope to the lef
side of the falls. This looked slightly longer, ayal were likely to end up in a pool.

About 250m further on you reach the second abdédlabseiled 50m from a tree to the left of the
falls, into a shallow pool.

The next main drop we scrambled down ledges, pggsicks, to the right of the top of the chute
and around to a large open platform. We abseiled 20m slings around a tree to a very slippery
rock and narrow ledge. A tricky 2m climb down falled. Finally a 15m drop from dodgy bolts to
a pool which we had to then swim across.

Then followed some creek walking to a smaller fabout 10m). We scrambled along a dirt bank
to the right and down a slope. A short drop atltbéom required a 2m abseil into knee deep
water.

Some more creek walking got us to another smdll $arambling along a steep dirt slope to the
right brought us to an exposed set of slings alaoi®m drop, which we abseiled.

After another 100m walking we reached the next nasop. We abseiled 20m from slings to the
left of the falls to a small ledge. Then 50m intpaol. Traverse left (facing downstream) if you
want to avoid a swim.

The creek then drops into a narrow slot. We scrathblong a slightly exposed dirt bank as the
creek dropped away below us. Finally we reacheet afsslings above a 50m drop onto slippery
ledges and abseiled. It is probably possible torsand abseil down the creek itself if desired.

We scrambled down a few ledges on the left sidd, then crossed over as we reached another
small set of falls. We scrambled right along a dahk, and put a rope around a tree for a 10m
abseil as the scrambling became a bit exposed.

Another few hundred metres of walking brought uthtsWhalania Ck junction.

Exit

Walk up Mt Paralyser (logbook at summit), back gldmurat Ridge and follow the fire trail back
to the car. Mt Paralyser is extremely steep, pagity between the 800m-1100m contours where
much of the walking is at a gradient of nearly ltlmay be easier to contour around to the
northern buttress once you reach a reasonabletheigh

Carrabeanga Falls
Difficulty: H

Quality: NA

Time: Two days

Wetsuits: No

Date last checked2012-05-06

Carrabeanga Falls (often written Carra Beanga)siseatacular but remote trip in the most rugged
part of the Kanangra-Boyd Wilderness. Like mosttied Kanangra canyons, it is more of an
abseiling trip, though there is a deep gorge balmvmain falls that contains many of the abseils.
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It is usually done as a two day trip, and indeednyrparties do not even reach Kanangra Creek on
the first day, and are forced to overnight in thegg.

Entry

Park at the locked gate at the start of the KingHie Trail (MGA287400) on the Kanangra Road.
Walk along the fire trail to Thurat Trig. Head dowWhurat Ridge. There is a track that follows the
ridge but it is difficult to pick up. Navigate o Burra Gunama Ridge, walk down to Burra
Gunama Hill and descend north into the creek aed thown the creek to the falls.

Notes
The first four abseils can be done on the left hsidd of the falls. Each is less than 20m.

This brings you to a wide rock ledge at the tophef main falls, which are about 110m high. The
falls can be abseiled on either side, but the rigirobably easier. Cross the creek on the ledge
and scramble down the ridge on the right for al3fuh. A short abseil to a ledge is followed by
two 40m+ abseils from large gum trees to get tolibtom of the main falls. The intermediate
abseil points may involve traversing on the ropestch.

Below the main falls, the creek drops into a nargage. There are around 6 abseils, generally
short (10-20m) apart from the first, which is 2&wnfi the obvious tree below the main falls. There
are usually multiple anchor choices. Many of thetesfalls go down chutes into pools. It is
possible to stay dry, but in some cases this ire®kxposed scrambling along narrow and loose
ledges to get to an anchor that will take you belythre pool.

At the end of this section, there is a larger wWatkrThere are several anchors close to the ffts,
two longer abseils. For a dry option, there isrgdagum tree about 50m to the left and down a
dirt/loose scree slope, a 12m abseil. A short wialln to the right takes you to the bottom of the
falls.

There is one more large abseil, a 42m abseil eridiagvaist deep pool.

At this point the creek turns sharply left. Fronrehé is about an hour's walk to the Kanangra
Creek junction. There are several short drops albegvay, some of which may need abseils.

Exit

There are numerous options for exiting. One ofgiekest is to climb up the ridge to the north of
the junction of Carrabeanga Brook and KanangralCteeMt Cyclops. Follow Thurat Ridge back
to the fire trail and along the fire trail to thead.

Alternatively, exit via Gunama Steeps, or walk ugniingra Creek and up a ridge to Mt Berry. The
latter needs a vehicle at the Walls car park.

Comments

Carrabeanga is a serious undertaking, and shouldenanderestimated. Routefinding and anchor

choice is difficult, particularly on the bigger &ils, as it is not obvious what the rebelay options

are. This can often involve traversing on screpedoabove large drops. Loose rocks are an ever-
present issue, and helmets are strongly advisaty §lae should be kept small, for safety, speed,

camping options and space on small ledges.

An early start is needed to get through the abbeilsre camping. Depending on route choice and
scrambling ability, there are anywhere from 15-B8edls. Many parties do not make it through in
a day, and are forced to camp in the gorge.
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While it is often considered a dry trip, it is hacdavoid knee deep wades in the lower gorge, and a
waist deep wade is likely. Depending on the wateell and wind, spray from the larger waterfalls
may also get you wet. A light rainjacket may bedarParties considering doing this as a winter
trip should already be familiar with the canyon.

Campsites in the gorge are few and small. Thedy#gins are:
e alarge flat ledge to the left at the bottom of tha&in falls that a small party could bivvy
« alarger flat area after the 42m abseil

Best is to reach Kanangra Creek, where there iscard spot for a number of tents about 50m
north of the Carrabeanga Brook / Kanangra Creegtijom.

Danae Brook Canyon
Difficulty: H

Quality: 9/10

Time: A very long day
Wetsuits: Recommended
Date last checked2010-02-20

Danae Brook Canyon is a spectacular and challengipghrough the most slot-like of the big
Kanangra canyons. It is typically done as a day trut it needs a small, efficient and fast moving
party to avoid being benighted. It can be difficattd dangerous in high water and it is not
advisable to do it after rain. A very early starheeded, and torches should be carried.

Wetsuits, helmets and spray jackets are recommeaddtiere are several swims, and you will get
very wet in a number of the waterfalls.

Entry

Leave a car at Kanangra Walls and drive the otlibereto the Mount Thurat Fire Trail (2.5km
back from Kanangra Walls) or to the King Pin FimaiT (3km north of Boyd River Campground).
Walk along the fire trail to the ridge between Darrook and Kanangra Creek, and head down
the ridge and into the creek, trying to avoid tbreub. Walk down the creek to the first waterfall at
MGA327375 (Kanangra). You should be here before.9am

Notes

The first waterfall can be abseiled (28-30m) frormege on the left, or scrambled on the left. The
next drop (27-28m) is abseiled from a tree on #fie into the slot.

The third drop (28m) has a tricky start. The andbat your feet, but there is a single bolt that ¢
be used to aid down to an easier start. It is &lestiled behind the small chockstone lower down to
avoid rope jams.

The next three abseils are the highlight, and @l difficult in high water. The fourth abseil
("Waterfall Abseil") (27m) goes straight down thaterfall. There is a lower anchor that can be
used in low water. The next abseil ("Danae Diré8tim) goes down a hole, with anchors again at
your feet. Alternatively scramble on the left alantpdge to a tree for a 31m drop. There is then a
short scramble. A narrow ledge with pitons anctgpersafety line leads to a double bolt anchor for
a 20m abseil (the "Slippery Log Abseil", though gigpery log is no longer there). This goes
down a chute and you are forced into the flow rleartbottom.
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The seventh abseil (15m) is an easy one from pitona ledge on the left. Then there are four
short (5m) abseils or hand over hands, some oftwimiay be climbable in low water. The last of
these leads to the final major abseil (28-30mnftmlts on a ledge on the left.

From the far side of the pool, climb over the srkalbll and down to a tree for a 12m abseil into
the boulder chute. There is then a long period ashrabling down the steep boulder chute.
Abseiling can generally be avoided by good routdifig. Near the bottom of the chute there is a
15m abseil from two pitons on the right side ofaolp The boulder chute can take a couple of
hours to negotiate.

Continue rock hopping down the creek to the majacjion with Kanangra Creek.

Exit
The easiest route out is straight up the stee adgith of the junction to the Kilpatrick Causeway

(short scramble may be needed at the top). Théawiahe walking track back to Kanangra Walls.
The track is difficult to follow on the tops in tlaark.

Other routes include walking up Kanangra Creek tarddring Gully and exiting as for Kalang
Falls or Kanangra Main, or over Thurat Spires (dingerequired).

Kanangra Main Canyon
Difficulty: H

Quality: NA

Time: One long day
Wetsuits: Recommended
Date last checked2009-03-21

Kanangra Main is a spectacular trip through onthefsteeper gorges of Kanangra-Boyd. It starts
with several pitches of abseiling beside a 150nmevfalft and continues down numerous smaller
falls, mostly in the 40m range.

Kanangra Main is a serious undertaking, especinllwet weather. The quartzite rock becomes
extremely slippery and scrambling is much moreidiff. In high water, some of the abseils
become quite dangerous. All party members neee texperienced abseilers, and it is advisable to
have done some of the less difficult Kanangra casyareviously so that the slippery rock and
scrambling is familiar.

Entry

From the car park at Kanangra Walls, walk backhgrbad 600m. Take a track to the right that
leads down across Kanangra Brook and up aroundigheside of Kittani Top. As you near an
obvious head, the track forks. Take the left ongiclvbecomes vague, following the top of Kittani
Rim around to above the top falls. Head down topthiat to the right of the falls to where you can
see a small waterfall just before it flows over #uge. Scramble down a short exposed gully and
left to ledges below the first waterfall, where ywili find the first set of anchors.

Notes

The first three abseils go down the main face ¢oritpht of the falls. There are a number of options
for anchors depending on your rope lengths.
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The first abseil is from bolts and slings, andhswi 52m to a small ledge. If you only have 50m
ropes, there is a ledge about 10m from the top ks and slings that can be used as a rebelay
point for a shorter abseil.

The second abseil, also from bolts and slingshigie40m to a ledge between a large pinnacle and
the main face.

The third abseil is about 48m into a pool. Therarisalternative anchor off small trees about 15m
down from the top. If you want to avoid the poaisitpossible to traverse right (facing out) on the
rope along a narrow ledge about 8m above the wat@nother anchor point for an 8m abseil. This
may make it more difficult for subsequent absejlargl for the pull down. There is also an anchor
about 10m up from the pool that goes straight dtherfalls.

The fourth abseil is 25m from the right hand sidiehe pool, into another pool. There is also an
anchor on the left hand side. From the bottom isf dbseil, it is possible to escape up the gully to
the side.

It is a short walk to the fifth abseil, which caa thone from anchors on either side of the falls It
about 47m, finishing on the right hand side.

A scramble/swim and short walk leads to the nexipdmwhich involves an abseil of 12m or
possible scramble down to the large chockstonenkhe chockstone, it is a 9m abseil from bolts
on top, or continue from the previous abseil dolneagh the hole - pull down might be difficult.
Alternatively, do a 7m jump from the top of the ckstone. The water is not particularly deep, so
be careful.

Another short walk leads to the next big drop, Whikdone in three parts. Abseil about 15m from
slings on the left across the falls to a set ofsbahd slings on the right. Then abseil about 40m
down the right of the falls to a big greasy ledgeom the ledge, there is a 17m abseil from a
somewhat dodgy setup involving a piton and bollard.

A short walk again gets to the next abseil, whiokegfrom slings and bolts on the left, about 45m
down a slippery waterfall. An alternative anchon & found around the big boulder on the right,
which can avoid the pool/waterfall.

Another scramble or swim gets you to the next vialleThis can be scrambled around on the left,
though someone has set up an anchor on a tre&fern(

The next waterfall is abseiled from slings arourtcea on ledges on the left. It goes straight down
into the pool. There may be a drier route if yoraswle further left.

The final waterfall can also be scrambled arountherieft.
Exit
From here it is about 40 minutes of rockhopping scxdimbling down to Murdering Gully. Climb

Murdering Gully, and then up spurs on the left whiea gully gets steep and overgrown. Traverse
right near the top to reach the saddle betweeméts.

Dione Dell Canyon

Difficulty: EM
Quality: NA
Time: A short day
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Wetsuits: No
Date last checked2011-11-26

Dione Dell is a pleasant trip, and the easieshefkanangra canyons. However, it should not be
underestimated. The slippery and sometimes loosetzite rock has the potential to be quite
dangerous in the wet.

At normal water levels there is just one waist degme, and some otherwise shallow creek
crossings. The abseils go down beside the watgr&dl wetsuits are not needed.

Entry

Park at the Thurat Fire Trail, 2.5km back from Kagra Walls. Pick up the foot track that leaves
from the Kanangra Road immediately opposite therdthieire Trail, and follow it down into Dione
Dell after about 200m. Follow the creek downstrdamilkm (about 40 minutes) to the first abseil.
There is a vague track which meanders from bantbattk, sometimes climbing as high as 15m
above the creek, but it is easy to lose. In genkesp to the inside bank. The first abseil ishat t
Christys Creek junction, and you need to be orritite hand side of Dione Dell at this point.

Notes

The first abseil is about 33m from a large treededge, down to the junction of the two creeks. If
you only have a single 60m rope, the last few rsetan be scrambled. Traverse around the pool
on the left.

The second abseil is about 50m downstream, alsn &rdree on the left, and is about 27m. The
abseil crosses the creek and then descends the hégid side of the falls. The old anchor

mentioned in earlier track notes was further Ighin, but this tree has since fallen down. There is
also an anchor well to the right of the falls, éoscrubby abseil.

There is a creek walk of about 30 minutes to the abseil. Scramble down to the right of the falls

(or use a rope to hand over hand, about 23m) ig &rde on a ledge. From there, the 25m abseil
goes down a chute next to the waterfall, ending astippery ledge. Exiting off this ledge requires

a wade next to the wall on the right hand side civtis knee to waist deep (or a swim if you slip

in!)

Another 100m brings you to the final abseil. To gethe old anchor involved scrambling down

ledges just to the right of the falls, then alongl@ing ledge to a small gum tree out on a point.
This tree is now somewhat damaged, so it may bierbet use an alternative anchor. The best
option is to climb out to the right as the creeltstto drop, and up to the obvious big gum tree fo
a 32m abseil. This brings you down just to thetrigitthe pool.

If needed, it is possible to avoid all of the alssby scrambling around and down the right hand
side.

Exit

Wander down the creek for 600m (about 30 minuteshé impressive Margaret Falls (110m).
Climb up the ridge to the left of the falls, again a vague track, and continue up to the obvious
cliffline and point of Pindari Tops. Turn left arfdllow the cliffline around past the distinctive
Uranus Grotto and up the next gap, Wallaby Passdé®i Pass on the old Dunphy Sketch Map).
At the top of the pass, follow a track through khécrub for 1.5km back to the Kanangra Road,
from where it is 900m back to the car.
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BUNGONIA

The canyons around Bungonia are somewhat similaKanangra. The main slot canyon in
Bungonia Creek is limestone, and can be walkedutiiro However the abseiling canyons are a
mix of quartzite and other rocks. The canyons greno more like gorges, with large waterfalls.
Bungonia Creek and Jerrara Creek can be easilysseddrom the campground and are popular.
Spring Creek used to be a popular trip, but ilésed because of loose rock. Long Gully is open,
although NPWS advises against trips there for #imeesreason.

Long Gully Canyon
Difficulty: M

Quality: NA

Time: One day

Wetsuits: No

Date last checked2011-07-23

Long Gully Canyon is a series of abseils down Ldaglly into the Shoalhaven River. The
highlight is the second abseil, nearly 60m into aanphitheatre. Like most of the Bungonia
canyons, the rock is quarzite, some of it quiteséoo

Entry

From Bungonia, head out of town on the LookdowndRima 6.2km, and turn right on to a fire trail
which leaves the road between two sections of twiysoperty. After 400m you reach a small
national park sign and a parking area. From hegerdlad gets rougher and 2wd cars may have
some difficulty. You could park here and walk tHen2in. Otherwise, continue through an open
gate, along and up a rough and eroded sectionreftrfil, and through another gate into the
national park at MGA263410. It is another 1km afieagoing to the parking area at the junction
of the Stan Jones Fire Trail and the Trestle TratkGA271413.

From the car park, walk east along the Stan JoimesTFail, crossing over Long Gully after about
15 minutes. Head along the ridge above the creéktha next creek junction at MGA277400 to
avoid some scrub in the creek. Continue down teelkgrwith a few small scrambles, to the first
drop at MGA284398.

Notes
There are about 10 main drops, and numerous staps dvhich can be scrambled.

The first abseil is about 8m, with an anchor abbut back on the left. There is then a
walk/scramble of about 500m to the main abseilsThiabout 56m from a tree on the left.

Some more walking and scrambling leads to anothsgibof about 8m from a tree up on the left.

The remaining abseils come fairly thick and faste Tourth drop is again about 8m from roots on
the left. Then there is a drop of about 6m dowhate into a pool (wet feet). However, it may be
easier to scramble down just to the right of tHisfa'he sixth drop is a nice one, into another
amphitheatre, about 20m from trees in the middlthefcreek. The seventh drop is a little further
on, fairly short, about 5m. The eight drop folloinemediately, and is about 20m into a slot from a
tree on the right. There are pools at the bottofrthese can be easily avoided. A little walk leads
to the ninth drop, another short one, about 5m feotree in the middle. Finally the tenth drop is
about 5m, but is probably easier to scramble onettéor right).
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A short walk brings you out to the Shoalhaven.

Exit

The easiest exit is to walk downstream for abons@ a steep ridge at MGA291407 that leads
up to the Trestle Track. Turn left once you redeh Trestle Track and it is about 2km back to the
cars. Alternatively walk another 1.3km further detveam and walk up the Trestle Track, marked
with blue markers.

Comments

There are no swims, and you are unlikely to evearyger feet wet, so it can be done at any time of
year. Unless there has been recent rain, moseadrdek is likely to be bone dry. There is a lot of
loose rock, and parties need to be careful to natiag. Helmets are strongly recommended. In
dry weather, some of the main drops can be scrahiyle@xperienced parties.

Bungonia Creek Canyon

Difficulty: M

Quality: NA

Time: A long day (less if you take the quick exit)
Wetsuits: Optional

Date last checked2005-02-12

Though the Bungonia area is famous for its limestoaves, Bungonia Creek Canyon and the other
canyons cut through quartzite and similar rock. €heek is fairly open and in comparison to the
northern Blue Mountains canyons it would be bettescribed as a gorge. The abseils are all fairly
large, particularly the 70m drop down Bungonia &:all

Entry

From the campground at Bungonia, follow the Yelldnack for about 10 minutes down to
Bungonia Creek, and from there walk down the creekabout 500m to the first drop. This is
labelled Bungonia Falls on the topo, but is propatorrect.

Notes

The first waterfall is about 35m, from a long sliagound a tree on the left hand side (and a 60m
rope won't reach). You may be able to land on & sarall ledge to belay, but there is a 30m swim
across a pool straight away. About 50m further déweme is a short drop. You can either scramble
down the slippery slope to the edge, and jump teftlimb up to the right to slings around a tree
and abseil 12m into the water. Some more easy ddeanand a few shorter swims follow, until
you reach the big drop (probably the real Bungéaibis).

At this point you have a number of options, depegdin your ropes:

1. Climb around the right to a large gum tree withegpand abseil 60m to the bottom of
the falls (and it is the full 60m - the ropes wikk off the ground with no weight on
them). If you only have 50m ropes, you can re-rigrf a dodgy looking sling off a small
casuarina on the last ledge before the bottors.dtso possible to climb down.

2. Abseil about 25m from tapes around a large casaainthe left hand side down to a
bolt anchor and smaller casuarinas, and re-rigiiother 45m abseil.
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3. Scramble down on the left hand side to slings atcaitower casuarina and and abseil
60m to the base of the falls.

At this point you can take exit (2) below (the "cjuexit" in Jamieson).

Otherwise, you soon reach the junction with Jer@neek. A little way below this is another large

drop. It is possible to scramble around this droghe left. Otherwise, there are a couple of
options. Scramble or abseil down a few metres large casuarina on the left, and abseil 45m to
another ledge above or into a pool depending ortheinghe pool is full or empty. There are also

slings on the right hand side, but with the poopsgnit may be difficult to get out.

There is one more big drop but it is easily scradldn the left. Continue down exit (1). There are
a lot of large boulders in the creek, which makesgoing quite slow until the creek swings east.

Exit
There are a couple of options to exit:

1. Walk down Bungonia Creek to Breton Creek and thé Reack, and exit up this. Note
that Breton Creek flows down a narrow slot at tb&#dm, so keep an eye out for it. Then
walk back along the Green Track, or via the robdsk to the campground

2. Scramble up the steep slope on your left about 86wnstream from the pool just after
crossing the pool after the abseil, heading riglittle. After a short climb you reach a
lookout/anchor point for an abseil into the pooloeJerrara Falls. Continue climbing
up to the top of Jerrara Falls. This is largelyescand quite exposed, particularly near the
top, and a rope belay is probably a good idea. Tiemb the knife edge ridge to your
left. This is very exposed, on scree and poor rackl is quite dangerous. The rock can
also get very hot in the afternoon sun and be phitd hold. There are limited
opportunities to set up safety lines or belays.

Comments

Bungonia Creek has a few swims, some of them Iblogvever, being an open canyon the water in
summer is fairly warm, and wetsuits are optional.

Jerrara Creek Canyon

Difficulty: MH

Quality: NA

Time: A long day

Wetsuits: Optional

Date last checked2009-12-27

Jerrara Creek flows in to Bungonia Creek, and d@i€xeek Canyon is similar to Bungonia Creek
Canyon. Though the Bungonia area is famous foliritestone caves, the canyons cut through
quartzite and similar rock. The abseil down JerrBedls is around 80m in total, off some
interesting anchors.

Entry

From the far side of the campground, follow theld\®l Track down to Bungonia Creek and up on
to the ridge on the other side. Continue alongvtekéow Track to its end at a fenced lookout over

73

Jerrara Creek. Walk past the Track End sign, adfesend of an old fire trail, and north down a
gully into Jerrara Creek. The first abseil is imnagely downstream.

Notes

Scramble down into the pool and climb into thetotef the right. Abseil 20m off slings around a
chockstone. There is a very small stance at thetobefore a 40m swim.

Some creek walking follows before the next drodser€ is a 5m waterfall that can be scrambled.
Then a jump in of a couple of metres before thet i abseil. This is about 45m from tapes
around a tree on the left, or 40m from bolts onrigkt. Both are a bit tricky to get to if the roisk
wet.

The next short drop is about 7m, and can be aldsefighe right or hand-over-handed on the left.

The next drop is 8m, from bolts on the top of tigedhockstone. It is also possible to jump, but the
landing zone is very narrow. The abseil ends iegpdoool, with a 50m swim to the end.

A bit more walking brings you out at Jerrara Fédigen though not marked as so on the map). At
this point it is possible to take exit (2) below.

To abseil the falls, scramble down from left tohtigo where the slope steepens. There are several
options for abseils. A sling around a small caswsadan be used to get to a set of three (rusty)
bolts about 6m down the face. It is about 80m ® libttom from those bolts. There are slings
about 20m down from the bolts on the next ledges [Eldge below (40m from the top bolts) has
several casuarinas that can be used as anchowmth®rf 20m down there are slings from 2 rusty
pitons, and finally it is about 20m into the pooltiae bottom. It is possible to head left and stay
dry.

Walk downstream to the junction with Bungonia Creek

A little way below this is another large drop.dtpossible to scramble around this drop to the left
Otherwise, there are a couple of options. Scrambébseil down a few metres to a large casuarina
on the left, and abseil 45m to another ledge alobovbto a pool depending on whether the pool is
full or empty. There are also slings on the rigaindh side of the creek, but with the pool empty it
may be difficult to get out.

There is one more big drop but it is easily scrauhdn the left. Continue down exit (1). There are
a lot of large boulders in the creek, which makesgoing quite slow until the creek swings east.

Exit
There are a couple of options to exit:

1. Walk down Bungonia Creek to Breton Creek and thé Reack, and exit up this. Note
that Breton Creek flows down a narrow slot at tb&dm, so keep an eye out for it. Then
walk back along the Green Track, or via the robdsk to the campground

2. From the top of Jerrara Falls, climb the knife ediglge to your right. This is very
exposed, on scree and poor rock, and is quite demgeThe rock can also get very hot
in the afternoon sun and be painful to hold. Thene limited opportunities to set up
safety lines or belays. Once at the top, walk alinegridge until you pick up the Yellow
Track, which can be followed back to the campground
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Comments
Jerrara Creek has a fair few swims, some of théry fang. However, being an open canyon the
water in summer is fairly warm, and wetsuits aréaoal.

The abseils down Jerrara Falls are big and expmseéd couple of experienced leaders are needed
to decide which ledges to stop on.
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